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PART 1. INTRODUCTORY 

§1. GENERAL' REMARKS 

The non-electrical bond between atoms, such as may be supposed 
to exist in the Hydrogen molecule, is an important factor in chemical 
union; but no plausible suggestion as to its nature has ever been 
made, and the failure to account for this bond is one of the greatest 
defects of the electronic theory of matter as it now stands. 

Now the present theory is the outcome of an attempt made some 
years ago to remedy this defect even at the expense of a considerable 
departure from accepted fundamental ideas: it seemed then to the 
author that the idea of replacing the classical electron by the mag
neton here described, which makes the bond in question magnetic, 
was less revolutionary than any other that could definitely attain the 
end in view; and the contents of this paper bear witness to its 
subsequent fertility. 

In postulating this magneton for chemical reasons, the phenomena~ 
of magnetism and radiation were of course not lost sight of. In 
the field of magnetism, the magneton has been at once and automatic
ally. as strikingly successful as in chemistry-.as indeed we ought to 
require it to be. As regards its application to the phenomena 0; 
radiation, not much can be said at present; but the magneton "''''''''''A~'' 
apriori a promising conception here, and its possibilities havebeeu· 
looked into already by Dr. D. L. Webster in a paper on "Planck's 
Radiation Formula and the Classical Electrodynamics" (Amer. 
Acad., Jan., 1915). 

As might be expected of a theory that had such an origin, the special 
considerations which led to the theory of Rutherford and Bohr, for 
example, were not taken into account; and thus any representation 
that it has been or will be able to give of the phenomena of a-particle 
scattering, of spectrum series, of the Rontgen ray spectra, or of the 
mass of the atom, are necessarily of a supplementary nature : hut 
the theory does not, I believe, exclude the possibility of such repre" 
sentation for any of these phenomena (seethe note in §I6). 

The properties of atoms fall into two distinct classes, the ..a.'~"":'~'. 
of this distinction having been clearly defined by J. J. Thomson,· 
points out that the atom behaves as· if it were made up ofa . 
electrons in an "outer shell" which are responsible for th.e 'cheB)JI~~;'! 
cal and lighl:.·absorbing properties of the atoms, 
dense central mass made up of other electrons . ahd I,.JrQS],1;l¥e.· 

tridty which might be called the" core "of the awm' 
of the strictly additive properties such as thema:ss; the 'RoiIltl®lt 
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emission, and the radioactivity: in the properties of the outer shell, 
there is a periodicity, in those of the core not. To this brief sketch 
might be added the magnetic properties as obviously being due to the 
behavior of the outer part of the atom. 

N ow there is no theory that is able to explain, to any appreciable 
extent, both sets of phenomena. Nor even is there any that shows 
much promise in connection with the properties of the outer shell 
alone-especially the chemical and magnetic properties of the atom: 
most of the recent work (by Rutherford, Moseley, and others) has 
emphasized the other part of the problem-the properties of the core, 
or nucleus of the atom. Bohr's theory, based upon the conception 
of the nuclear positive charge, gives an interesting treatment of the 

. problem of spectrum series, but its chemical application is very 
meager indeed (see §8). On the other hand, the present theory, 
since it originated in a study of the simpler aspects of chemical 
affinity, emphasizes the properties of the outer shell, though not 
necessarily at the expense of the other set of properties. 

The essential assumption of this theory is that the electron is itRelf 
magnetic, having in addition to its negative charge the properties of 
a current circuit whose radius (finally estimated to be 1.5 X 10-1) cm.: 
see §r6) is less than that of the atom but of the same order of 
magnitude. Hence it will usually be spoken of as the '}nagneton. It 
may be pictured by supposing that the unit negative charge is dis
tributed continuously around a ring which rotates on its axis (wi.th 
a peripheral velocity of the order of that of light: §§5, 6); and 
presumably the ring is exceedingly thin. It might at first sight be 
supposed that if the electron were really thus magnetic, this property 
would have been detected in the behavior of kathode rays, but it will 
be shown later (§ 18) why it could not. 

This rotation of a ring-shaped negative charge is intended to 
replace the usual conception of rotating rings of electrons in pro
viding that orbital motion of electricity which is required by aU 
theories of the magnetic and optical properties of atoms. No 
attempt will be made, however, to discuss the internal structure of. 
the magneton. 

With regard to the positive part of the atom, it will be necessary 
to avoid Rutherford's conception of a nucleus of very small dimen

sions-while fully recognizing the value of the evidence upon which 

he bases' it-because it could not allow magnetons to take up the 


. configurations that are essential to this theory, while the uniformly 

charged sphere of the Kelvin or Thomson "atom" is particularly 




4 SMITHSONIAN MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS VOL.6S 

wen adapted to the purpose. As for the possible intersection of 
positive spheres, since any great amount of intersection, or coales
cence, of the model atoms of this or of any other theory must 
abolish their individuality, and since the positive sphere is little 
mOre than a simple mathematical- expression of the coherence and 
individu~lity of the atom (see also §7), it is consistent, -as well as 
very necessary, to assume that positive spheres cannot intersect. It 
will also be assumed that the volume of- the positive sphere is nor
mally proportional to its charge, that is, to the number of magnetons 
in the atom, but that it is compressible; and that the normal radius 
of the magneton is about half that of the positive sphere of the 
Hydrogen atom: 1 that the volume of the positive sphere of an atom 
is usually very different from the total space occupied by the atom, 
and a way to account for this, will be made clear later (§ IS) . 

Some reasons for believing that the electron is this magneton may 
be enumerated now, and discussed more fully afterwards. They 
are: 

I. It seems to be the only satisfactory way of securing valence 
electrons which are at rest, or vibrating within narrow limits, near 
the surface of the atom-a great desideratum from a stereochemical 
standpoint-'without abandoning the very essential idea of orbital 
motion in the atom. 

2. Even if the orbital motion is abandoned, and we suppose that_ 
the atom does contain electrons of the usual type in positions of 
equilibrium near its surface, the purely electrostatic nature of their 
action would be altogether inadequate from a chemical point of view. 
The additional magnetic forces furnished by the magneton are 
exactly what the phenomena of chemical action require. 

3. It alone can give the atom a structure that accords closely with 
what is known about the magnetic properties of matter. 

A general discussion of these points is given in §§2, 3, 4, the last 
being considered first. In §S there is a brief study of the forces 
between two magnetons. In §6 it is argued that a number of mag
netons within a sphere of uniform positive electrification must tend 
't'o arrange themselves in groups of eight. This suggests str1:1,~tu~~ 
for the atoms (§7) that are in good accord with the general 'l:'ela#olls 
in the Periodic Scheme. A model which partially iHu$trates the 
behavior of the group of eight magnetons is ~Jsodescr1bed, and~he 
accompanying plates (I and 2) show photographs of it~ 'In§? th~¢ 
results, are' compared with what is known about the' r:U.1rrfb~r of ' 

• 1. The d.ia,gtamsin this ,paper are drawn to scale on this basis. 
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electrons in the atom, especially in reference to the hypothesis 'Of 
atomic numbers, with which they conflict to a certain extent. Then 
follows a detailed application of the theory to the problems of 
valence (§§9, 10, 12, 13), with a discussion of the residual magnetic 
and electric forces due to different groupings of magnetons (§II). 
§§I4, IS deal with the volumes of atoms, and after this (§I6) his 
convenient to recapitulate the assumptions of the theory, which is at 
that stage fully developed: §§I7, 18 deal with the moment of the 
magneton and a few questions connected with it; and §§I9-23 con
tain a full treatment of magnetic phenomena. 

§2. CONSIDERATIONS OF :MAGNETJSM 

The arguments for the substitution of the conception of the 
magneton for that. of the classical electron in orbital motion, in 
explaining magnetic phenomena especially, are principally concerned 
with the radiation difficulties involved in the latter conception, 
although conclusive arguments of another kind (pp. 9, 10) are 
also available. The radiation difficulties have o·f course been a 
matter of common knowledge, but since on account of the apparent 
impossibility of avoiding them they have largely been ignored, it is 
worth while to make a critical study of them as they occur in appli
cations of the electron theory to magnetism .. 

Of all the theories so far suggested, the present magneton theory 
is the only one that allows the existence of orbital motion and so of 
steady magnetic forces in the atom without the accompaniment of 
radiation processes. Disturbances or irregularities of any kind in 
the rotation of the magneton's annular charge will give rise to 
radiations certainly, but these will be non-essential to the chemical 
and magnetic individuality of the atom, and will be set up always by 
chance external stimuli, just as all the radiation processes in atoms 
(not including the emission of a and f3 " rays ") are known to be in 
actual fact. 

The contrary is the case with the classical electron. Every system 
of such electrons that has as yet been devised to explain magnetic 
phenomena either permits .of continuous radiation or precludes the 
possibility of the atom giving radiations of at all the same kind as 
are observed: this will be made clear in what follows. 

To begin with, it 'has long ago been pointed out by Sir J. J. 
Thomson that it is out of the question to consider orbits containing 

, . . 
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only one classical electron, or a very few such, for these would 
radiate energy excessively fast.l 

In a paper on "The Magnetic Properties of Systems of Cor
puscles describing Circular Orbits" (Phil. Mag., 6, 673, 1903) he 
shows, however, that when the number in an orbit is as great as six 
and their linear velocity is small compared with that of light, the 
loss of energy becomes quite slow; and therefore he attempts to 
explain magnetic phenomena by means of rings of many corpuscles 
( electrons) . 

Now there are two great objections to such an explanation. In 
the first place, subsequent work by Barkla and others has shown that 
the lighter atoms, such as those of Hydrogen, Helium, Lithium, do 
not contain enough electrons to form even one such ring. It may be 
argued here that perhaps this evidence does not cover the total 
electron content of the atom. But at least it indicates that a certain 
number of electrons, distinct from the rest (if any), cannot be in 
orbital motion: and it is important to notice that these are the more 
loosely bound electrons, which playa part in chemical, magnetic, and 
optical phenomena. 

The second objection originates in the fact that for diamagnetic 
atoms it is necessary to assume the existence of independent orbits 
in the atom that are so great in number or else undergo such rapid 
variations that they can be considered to have their axes uniformly 
distributed in three dimensions-this to account for a zero resultant 
magnetic moment. N ow separate rings Of this sort cannot maintain 
their individualities unless the difference in their radii is so great 
that their disturbance of one another is inappreciable. This con
dition, i{ granted, would limit the possible number of rings and the 

1 Thomson has more recently proposed an electron with such properties that 
it could rotate in an orbit by itself. This is the electron with all its field con
centrated along a narrow cone, or, to adopt Faraday's mechanism, with a 
single tube of force. Although he has not attempted to develop a theory of the 
structure of the atom from this, or to explain radiation or magnetism by it, 
he has used the conception in a theory of chemical affinity (Phil. Mag., May, 
1914), though in a manner that is not at all definite, as may easily be imagined 
from the following considerations. Since the electron is attached to its 
equivalent positive charge by means of its single tube of force, it cannot exert 
any electric force upon any other body, ,and, even if it is in stable orbital 
motion, it cannot for the same reason give rise to magnetic forces or any sort 
of radiation. Hence, unless we accept some entirely neW and at presentincon
ceivable view of the 'properties of the electromagnetic field, such an electron 
is a wholly unprofitable conception. The assumptions made in Bohr's theory 
involve similar difficulties. which, however, are ignor,edin its development. 
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But, as we have just seen, the mutual interference of these orbits, 
even if they each contained several electrons, would make their indi
vidual persistence impossible, and so the system would at once drift 
into chaotic motion. Let us therefore .consider what modifications 
the supposition that there is this chaotic motion in the atom would 
make in Langevin's results. 

It would not affect that part of the superstructure of his theory 
which deals with the orbits altogether statistically, for 'chaotic 
motion, from a statistical standpoint, is certainly equivalent to motion 
in a great many separate orbits whose axes are uniformly distributed 
in three dimensions. But for those parts of his work which deal with 

• the Zeeman effect, 	or presuppose in any way the existence of sepa
rate definite periods of vibration in the atom, as, for example, where 
he says that the constancy of wave-lengths of spectrum lines shows 
that the interior of the ,atom. is not much affected by temperature 
changes-for those parts, the assumption of motion in separate orbits 
is essential, and those parts would therefore have to be abandoned. 

Again, in the case of either supposition, while the difficulty about 
accelerated motion of classical electrons being accompanied by con
tinual radiation may be obviated by supeosing that the atom contains 
so large a number of electrons that the compensation among their 
chance motions reduces the average radiation to an inappreciable 
amount, we still have the difficulty that for these compensations to 
be even approximately complete the number of electrons would have 
to be much greater than the number actually believed to be present 
in many atoms: this difficulty is thus similar to one that Thomson's 
theory encounters. Apart from this difficulty of the allowable 
number of electrons, the theory labors under the following dilemma: 
If the internal compensation is not complete, the radiation will be 
continual and promiscuous and will rapidly exhaust the atom's store 
of energy: if the compensation is complete, it does not seem possible 
to imagine any additional mechanism in such an atom that could· 
explain the phenomena of radiation. We may notice also in passing 
that chaotic motion seems to be quite inadmissible from a chemical 
standpoint. 

But in spite of the existence of such substantial objections to his 
fundamental assumption, even when it is replaced by the less objec
tionable one of chaotic motion, the superstructure of Langevin!s 
theory is in excellent accord with the facts. The circumstance, thell,· 
that the substitution of the magneton here described for Langevin's 
electron. in orbital motion not only removes .all of the difficulties Jtist 
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mentioned, but leaves the superstructure of his theory almost intact, 
is a strong argument in favor of the magneton. That this substi
tution can be made will be made clear by a short quotation from the 
conclusion of his paper: 
.... and we can form a simple and exact picture of all the facts of 

magnetism and of diamagnetism by imagining the individual currents pro
duced by the electrons to be indeformable but movable circuits of no resistance 
and very great self-induction, to which all the ordinary laws of inducdon are 
applicable. 

The substitution I have suggested has further advantages: it 
makes a great advance upon Langevin's theory, owing to the fact 
that, whereas the reaction of one of Langevin's orbits to its environ
ment must vary with the phase of the motion of its electron, each 
magneton has the properties of an ordinary current circuit at every 
instant, and it is no longer necessary to think of the orbits statis~ 
tically eith{fr in respect to their number or in respect to time. The 
importance of this difference is easily shown. I will first give another 
quotation from Langevin. 

After showing that a single one of his orbits can have a moment as 
-great as that of the oxygen or iron atom, he says (loc. cit., p. 122) : 

Since the individual currents due to the other electrons present in the 
molecule neutralize one another just as in a purely diamagnetic body, it 
follows that, in magnetic molecules, one or more electrons are sharply 
separated from the rest and are alone responsible for the magnetic properties, 
while all the electrons co-operate to produce diamagnetism. 

These are perhaps the very same electrons, situated in the outer part of the 
system forming the molecule, that play a part in chemical actions, where we 
know that electrons equal in number to the valence come into action. That 
would account for the profound influence of the state of molecular association, 
physical or chemi'cal, upon paramagnetism, and its virtual lack of effect upon 
diamagnetism, 

It is remarkable how completely the present theory, by means of 
the magnetic forces between magnetons, realizes in a quite definite 
manner the state of affairs here hinted at by Langevin: It should be 
'observed, however, that he does not specify that the chemical forces 
due to his electrons are magnetic in nature. This is very probably 

1 Langevin's deduction that the magnetism of the oxygen or iron atom 
must be due to a few sharply distinct orbits is perhaps not altogether valid 
on his theory: a rotation of the whole of an otherwise diamagnetic system 
of electrons, whether moving in individual orbits or in chaotic motion, could 
give the same result. It may also be pointed out that if the orbits containing 
the few valence electrons were distinct, as Langevin suggested, the radiation 
from them could not possibly be reduced to almost zero hy compel)sations. on 
account of their small number. 
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because the magnetic forces set up by electrons moving in orbits with 
about one-hundredth the velocity of light, as his are, would be much 
too small to be of significance in interatomic actions. However, a 
still greater objection, to bring out which was the chief purpose of 
the above quotation, is that such systems, as it seems, would not 
attract but repel one another magnetically. 

Suppose that two electrons are constrained to move in parallel 
orbits, and in the- same sense. If they can move synchronously, 
keeping always on the same side of their orbits, they will attract one 
another magnetically; but it can be shown that this is not a stable 
configuration, at least for velocities small compared with that of 
light. For, since the electric repulsion between them is greater than 
the magnetic attraction, the resultant force between them is one of 
repulsion; and thus if by some chance one of them is slightly dis
placed relatively to the other, the action of the tangential. component 
of the repulsion between them will increase the separation 'until they 
are on opposite sides of their orbits, in which positions they will repel 
one another magnetically, as well as electrically. 

When, therefore, it is remembered that the whole of the explana
tion of chemical phenomena given by the present theory depends 
upon the possibility of magnetic attraction taking place between two 
magnetons, it is evident that the substitution of the magnet9n for. 
Langevin's electronic orbit is imperative. 

Thus the magneton not only provides in a simple way the orbital" 
motion which must otherwise be secured by making inconsistent 
assumptions about the behavior of classical electrons, but, what is, . 
equally important, it supplies a foundation for a detailed explanation 
of specific interatomic attractions of all kinds by providing an orbit 
which is equivalent to a current circuit at every instant and not only 
as an average effect in time. 

This theory was first worked out in connection with the phenomena 
of valence; and probably that was necessary, for chemical phe~ 
nomena are, from their nature, very much more detailed and distinct~i .. 
ive than magnetic' phenomena; but the groupings of '.' 
about to be discussed from a primarily chemical standpoint. 
also bear the test of criticism from a magnetic standpoint •.. 
I will apply in detail at the end of this paper, but ';;~~\J"'j;:U'¥Y·"Ji'.·'·"'''''· 
here to show why the atoms of the inert gases should be 
diamagnetic of all atoms-as they are. In the same place the 
cal magneton of P. Weiss will be considered: that is not a 
isticconception and so could not have been developed in cotJn.e:.e1 
with the topics dealt with here. 

http:cotJn.e:.e1
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§3. STEREOCHEMICAL EVIDENCE 

The rapid orbital motion of the valence electrons, together with 
the other electrons in the atom, which is a feature common and 
essential to most theories of atomic structure, makes it hard to 
see how these latter can ever furnish an extended explanation of 
chemical phenomena. 

The difficulty here is twofold. In the first place, it is known that 
the action of a single electron is the predominating feature of any 
chemical bond that undergoes electrolytic dissociation; and the 
general regularities of the Periodic Scheme make it highly probable 
that the same is true of bonds that do not, suclt as those in hydro~ 
carbon molecules; besides, there is a fine grad~tion between these 
two extreme types. This, together with the stereochemical evidence 
for a definite spatial arrangement of the groups attached to a Carbon 
or other atom, makes it very unlikely that the valence electrons can 
be taking part in the rapid orbital motion of a system of electrons in 
rings.. It is indeed conceivable that in a molecule of the type XHn, 

where aU the bonds are ionizable, the nuclear X atom may take into 
its own system of rings the electrons it has extracted from the H 
atoms, while the positively charged H residues arrange themselves 
symmetrically around it; but this could not apply to the bonds in 
which no actual transfer of an electron takes place, such as those 
probably are which do not ionize or leave charged groups when 
broken. In such cases, at least, it appears that the electron associated 
with a unit of combining action must remain near the point of contact 
with the atom that is held by that action. 

The second objection, and for the Thomson model this merges 
with the first, is that rings of electrons must usually all rotate about 
'the same axis, so that the symmetrical action in three dimensions 
which seems to be a normal property of the atom could be exerted 
by the Thomson atom only in the limited electrostatic sense 
already described, and not at all by Rutherford's atom. Fully to 
appreciate this difficulty one need only turn to that point in Dr. 
Bohr's papers (loc. cit.) at which he comes to consider the" tetra
hedral" Carbon atom. We see there that the theory comes to a 
complete halt when confronted with the problems of " Chemistry in 
Space." Nor is the tetrahedral Carbon atom an isolated problem: 
the asymmetric compounds of other elements, such as Nitrogen and 
Cobalt, are still further beyond the reach of such theories, not only 
in their present form, but, it would appear, in any conceivable state 
of development along the same lines. 
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It should be noted in this connection that Werner, some years ago, 
put forward a theory of stereochemical phenomena (described in 
his" Stereochemie," pp. 48-50, 224) which discarded the notion of . 
directed action, and represented the atom as exerting a uniform 
attractive force in all directions, without specifying the nature of 
that force. It did not profess to have a physical basis of any sort, 
but was meant to be nothing more than a symbolical representation 
of the facts, being directed chiefly' against the narrow mechanical 
views of the time, according to which the Carbon atom was an actual 
tetrahedron and so forth. It is true that all the stereochemical phe
nomena for which ultra-mechanical explanations were at one time 
favored, such as optical activity, "ethylene" isomerism, and the 
facts tliat gave rise to Baeyer's "Strain Theory," or Bischoff's 
" Dynamic HypotheSIS," can be better pictured by using the concep:
tion of equilibrium between more diffuse forces; but a compromise 
seems desirable on account of the difficulty in imagining the exact 
nature of such forces. Apart from other objections, a force like that 
of gravitation is too promiscuous in its action, while no concrete 
scheme of electrically charged or electrically polarized atomsi$ 
flexible enough to be consistently followed out through the molecule 
of th~ average Carbon compound. "Werner's Theory," then, is 
a theory of chemical action so much as a clear statement of 
'conditions with which such a theory must comply. Itwiltbe.·~·,_",...,.... 
that the structures derived for the atoms in this paperperrrtit 
!li0bility of linkages, the recognition of which led to the " 
Werner's theory, without giving up the idea of definite units' 
combining action. 

If, then, the valence electrons are in positions of equilibrium near 
the surface of the atom, the other electrons cannot have any trans
lational motion, for these two states cannot coexist in the same 
system, except in the special case where the stationary electrons lie 
on the axis about which the others rotate. Now any attempt to 
tec011cile this result with the certainty that there is some kindo.f 
'Orbital motion of electric charges within the atom leads inevitably to 
the idea of the magneton. 

Again, theories involving rotating rings of electrons do 
to provide a really satisfactory derivation of the valences 
~Withthem it is a question of how many electrons are 
ring; how many pass into another; and so . on. Now, 
limited agreement with the facts can sometirnesbe sec:un:u-.. 
of rings of electrons cannot possibly harbor anyesserttial pej;;fi~ia~f@"i/ 
that could explain the definite system oft'octaves" 



NO. I I STRUCTURE OF THE ATOM-PARSON 

predominating feature of the Periodic Scheme. On the other hand, 
the magneton gives more or less independent units of valence, while 
the explanation to which it leads for the' Law of Octayes" isH 

dependent ultimately upon the three-dimensional nature of space, 
and the fact that of the simple figures which are symmefrical in three 
dimensions the cube is alone in furnishing an arrangement of mag
netons with a very low magnetic energy. 

§4. THE SCOPE OF ELECTROSTATIC THEORIES OF VALENCE 

Since we have concluded that the atom cannot contain spherical 
or H point" electrons in rotating rings, let us next consider what are 
the possibilities of such electrons if they are supposed to be in a 
state of rest in the atom. It must be borne in mind that anything 
which is true for such electrons must also be a factor in the electro
static part of the behavior of the magneton. 

The fundamental problem from a chemical point of view is to 
show how two electrically neutral systems, such as atoms must be, 
can attract one another at all; and an analogy originally due to 
Lord Kelvin is typical of the way in which this question can be 
approached on the basis of the electrostatic action of movable 
charges. I f a single electron 
is situated within a sphere of 
uniform positive electrifica
tion of equivalent amount, th'e 
whole is electrically neutral, 
but the force required to drag 
the electron out of its positive 
sphere is the greater the more 
dense the latter is, being in
versely proportional to the 
square of its radius. If two such systems are brought into contact, 
the smaller and denser sphere will just be able to extract the electron 
from the other if the ratio of their radii is .695: 1.000, as in the 
figure: now, if the two spheres are pulled apart, there will be an 
electrostatic attraction between them, and they will resemble the ions 
of a diatomic molecule like HeI. This principle holds true for all 
kinds of electrons, and will have to be taken into account in subse
quent developments of. the present theory wherever. necessary (see 
§i6) ,'but its inadequacy as the sole basis of an explanation of chemi
cal action is shown by the mere fact that it requires a higher atomic 
volume for Hydrogen than for any halogen elerrient. 
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Attraction between neutral atoms might take place in another way. 

If their positive spheres intersect, thus: 

they will be attracted together. It can be shown, however, that in 
such a case there would be a tendency to complete coalescence (J. J. 
Thomson, The Corpuscular Theory of Matter"); and the diffi~H 

culties involved in such a possibility have already been emphasized 
in §I. Besides, an attraction of this sort could not explain valence. 

Other suggestions of ways in which stationary valence electrons 
might account for attraction between neutral atoms have been made 
-mostly very tentative, and not physically definite enough to be 
criticised from the present point of view. 

\ 

It is evident, then, that while the Kelvin model gives a rough repre
sentation of the HCI molecule, the cases of union between like atoms 
are a great difficulty from an electrostatic standpoint. The bond in 
the H2 molecule is probably the simplest kind of combination between 
atoms, and yet it has proved to be the hardest of all to explain. 
Electrostatic explanations seem to be suited only to an alternate 
arrangement of the so-called "positive" and "negative" atoms. 
There is indeed a tendency to sllch an p.rrangement, even in organic 
molecules, aceto-acetic acid being a good example of this; and the 

tautomerism and acidic hydrogen atoms 
+ + characteristic of such groupings are signifi
Ha OH2 o cant. But the assignment of positive and 
III II II II negative functions is not usually so easy:
C-C-C C-O-H 

there is difficulty whenever groups of oppo~- + - + site nature are attached to the same Carbort 
atom, or groups of the same nature to contiguous Carbon atoms, as in 
the molecules 

H C=C1a, Hs=C-C=Hs, O=CH-CH=O. 
?? ???? ?? 

We are forced to the conclusion that there is a factor in the union of 
atoms which is unconnected with electrical polarization, and is almost 
as independent, simple, and ready to hand, as the stroke that is used 
in a structural formula to represent its action. This is ptovidedby 
the magneton, which is eminently adapted to function asa "Hnkt 
for its two sets of forces enable it to hold to its parent atom by 
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electrical attraction and to the magneton or magnetons of atlother 
atom by magnetic attraction at one and the same time. 

PART II. THE STRUCTURE OF THE ATOM 

§s. FORCES BETWEEN MAGNETONS 

In assuming that the magneton has the properties of a current 
circuit (§ I), we have pictured it as a rotating annular charge, and 
implied that the behavior of this charge is in accordance with the 
laws of ordinary electrodynamics. This picture I shall use in further 
delimiting the nature of the magneton as it is required by the present 
theory. 

First must be considered the exact nature of the forces acting 
between two magnetons, and more especially the conditions under 
which they could be attracted together so closely as to coalesce; for 
coalescence, if spontaneous, would be an irreversible phenomenon, 
and therefore could not be possible for the magnetons that are con
cerned in the chemical actions of the atom. (We can, without 
inquiring into the nature of the magneton's structure, define coales
cenceasthe coming of two magnetons into the most intimate contact.) 

If two magnetons, of fixed dimensions and peripheral velocity, with 
their axes in the same straight line, are at a distance d apart, the 
forces between them obey the following laws: 

The magnetic attraction or repulsion (M) is as kwhen d is very 

small, and as ~4 when d is very great, compared with the radius of 

the magneton. The corresponding functions for the electrical repul

sion (E) are ~ and ~2' Thus, when d is small, as it would be just 

before coalescence, the forces are similar to those between two 
parallel linear charges of infinite length that are moving in the direc
ion of their length with a velocity equal to the peripheral velocity of 
the magneton (v). Then, if c is the velocity of light, the ratio of the 

forces, lIE~ , is equal to v:. Therefore, if v<c, M <E and magnetons 
J c 

cannot coalesce; also the resultant force is one of repulsion for all 
values of d, because M falls off more rapidly than E as d increases. 

Even with v=c) the ratio M remains <I, except in its limiting value 

when d becomes zero: this would just permit coalescence, but only 
if the magnetons were first brought together by extraneous forces. 
I have neglected the H thickness" of the magneton: on account of this 



16 SMITHSONIAN MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS 

it would require a value of v somewhat greater than c for coalescenc¢:;' 
(It should be said that the cases v=c and v>c do not here violate the 
law of relativity, for the continuous distribution of the charge aroup.d 
the magneton ensures it a uni form field for all values of v.) 

Now it will be shown in §6 that if the magnetic forces between' . 
magnetons are to be great enough to account for chemical actions' 
satisfactorily, v must not be much less than c. It is simplest, there
fore, to assume v to be equal to c. We can neglect the mutual induc
tion between magnetons approaching one another, as, for magnetons 
that are far from coalescing, these will be small,; even if two coa
lesced, the flux per magneton would only be halved. 

Turning now to the phenomena of chemical combination, we find 
that the bond in the H2 molecule, which presents such difficulties to 
electrostatic theories, is the simplest of all to explain. It may be 
attributed to the magnetic attraction between two electrically neutral 
atoms containing one magneton apiece. Diagrammatically, the H 

atom may be represented: 8 
or (These two con

figurations are equally satisfactory from a chemical point of view; 
but magnetically their properties would be very different.) The mag
netons are pulled away from the centers of their positive spheres, 
and the fact that the H2 molecule does not combine with more H 
atoms is accounteq for by the obstructing action of . the positive 
spheres, which prevent other magnetons from coming as closet() 
these two magnetons as they are to one another. But residual mag- . 

. netic forces remain, and would account, always for a a.nd.. 
sometin1es for almost the whole, of thos.e actions between rrH:J!.1t:(;Ult~::) 

and. parts of mQlecules which are not indicated in structural tOI:mu(!1e 
and which find their most general expression in the phlenc)mc;p.a,.( 
cohesion (§§II, 16). (For a calculation of the heat of 
of the H2 molecule from this model, see §18.) 

Before proceed;ing to the study of atomsco~taining more:t~af:l.~ne 
,nagneton, it I11;ay be well to point out that, .alth9ugh 
cQJtcepts or this theory, the rpagneton and t,he positive $ph.elr:ei:~!l!i~j,l~) 
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themselves simple, yet the situations to which they can give rise are 

so exceedingly complex from a mathematical standpoint, that a rigid 

quantitative treatment is practically impossible. In what follows, 

therefore, I have not usually attempted to arrive at much more than 

the relative order of the various effects. But even so, it seems 

possible to extend the theory over quite a wide range of facts before 

the uncertainties in its development accumulate enough to make its 

application meaningless. 


§6. Tnr,: GROUP OF EIGnT 

The configurations of small numbers of electrons at rest within a 
sphere of positive electrification have been described by Sir J. J. 
Thomson in his book, "The Corpuscular Theory of Matter," pp. 
102-106, where he states that while three, four, and six electrons 
would take up triangular, tetrahedral, and octahedral arrangements 
respectively, the symmetrical cubical arrangement of ,eight can be 
shown to be unstable. The magneton, however, introduces two new 
factors into the problem: one, the extended ring shape of the elec
tron, and another which is yet more significant, the "bi-polar" 
magnetic forces. To give a configuration with the minimum mag
netic energy, it is evident that the currents in all adjoining parts of 
magnetons must be parallel and in the same direction, or, to take a 
cruder though possibly more vivid picture, the" N" and" S " poles 
of the magnetons must be placed alternately in every direction . 

. From this point of view let us consider the groups of three, four, six, 
and eight magnetons (five and seven obviously have not the possi
bilities of the other numbers). 

The stablest configuration for three magnetons IS shown 111 

s~
the diagram ~ . Four can have the configuration; 

Ns~ 
, which under symmetrical electrostatic conditions 

would form an irregular tetrahedron (this, which has been produced 

in a model, may be pictured by imagining one pair of opposite mag


•netons to be raised above the plane of the paper). The octahedral 

group of six would probably be made up in a similar way of three 

pairs of magnetons; but six can have a configuration of lower 


2 
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magnetic energy than this, which, however, is not so symmetrical
this is a triangular-prism arrangement consisting of two parallel 
groups of three. 

But quite apart from the lack of three-dimensional symmetry of 
some of these configurations (the effect of which will be seen 
shortly), they can none of them have so Iowa magnetic energy (in 
proportion to the number of magnetons) as the cubical arrangement 
of eight. This, with its three fourfold axes of symmetry, is mag
netically ideal; and although it is not quite stable for spherical elec
trons, there is no doubt that it. would be exceedingly stable for 
magnetons, because no other arrangement of eight can be nearly so 
symmetrical. 

To illustrate the unique properties to be expected in this group of 
eight, I have made a model (plate I) in which eight coils of insulated 
wire are set in gimbals at the corners of a cube, the side of which is 
two and a half times the radius of the coils. This cannot completely 
illustrate the~ehavior of the group, because the cubical arrangement 
is made compulsory, the distances. are fixed, and the electric forces 
are absent; but, when excited by an electric current, it shows what 
configurations the eight can assume undersuchconditions.·.A1.oSiot 
these are shown on plate 2, where it may be seerrthat themostsytn": . 
metrical and stable configurations resolve themselves into a cycle of . 
six (figs. 1-6) which are very closely rela.ted to one another and 
easily interconvertible: I, 3, and 5 are identical except for their 
relative attitudes in space, and the same is true of 2, 4, and 6. The 
group is thus very stable, and yet very mobile, for its magnetons can 
easily veer in all directions without destroying its identity. This 
mobility, which is not possible without three-dimensional symmetry, 
is a source of additional stability, for the group can adjust itself to 
casual external fields, such as it would continually meet with owing 
to the motion of the molecules, without needing to turn as a whole. 
The directions of the currents and of the flux in configuration I are 
shown in the following diagrammatic section of the upper four 

1/""'1~~ 
coils: N 'f) 

\ 

5 For the lower coils they are exactly
S\ '1" /1'- .... ; 

IN 

H S 

reversed. The less symmetrical configuration numbered 7 is most 
easily described by saying that the four coils nearest to the (Zameta. 
have their "N " poles to the left, and the others have them to the 
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CONFIGURATIONS OF GROUP OF EIGHT 
Note the effect of the earth's field, whiCh lies in the direction shown by the line across Plate 1, In tilting the coils In conflg. 1; alsOin configs. 

3 and 3', which dlfferfrom one another only in the direction of the current in the coils. 
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right (or vice versa). All these configurations are free from mag
netic. moment; hence their presence in an atom would make for 
diamagnetism. 

In its perfect symmetry, mobility, and very low magnetic energy, 
the group of eight evidently has a combination of properties which 
must make it more stable than groups of any number less than eight, 
or of any number not much greater than eight, as a consideration of 
the possibilities readily shows: it is reasonable, therefore, to suppose 
that this group will tend to be formed rather than other groups. 

Further, the force retaining a magneton in a group of eight must be 
decidedly greater (cet. par.) than the force between two single mag
netons-probably quite twice as great-and, if the magneton rotates 
with the velocity of ligHl would be great enough, in certain cases, to 
bring about the transfer of a magneton from one atom to another. 
We may then attribute to this effect that kind of combining action 
which is characteristic of electronegative atoms such as those of 
Oxygen or Chlorine. The fonner, as we shall see later, has six 
valence magnetons, and the latter seven, and each succeeds in making 
up a group oJ eight by extracting magnetons from other atoms. This 
state of affairs can conveniently be represented in structural formul::e 
by plating a circle around the symbol for every atom that is the seat 
of a group of eight thus formed, as follows: 

GD 
H@-~{0, H-H' 

The theory thus allows for the transfer of electrons in certain cases 
without requiring that it should be an inevitable accompaniment of 
chemical union (ct. the H-H molecule), and is in exact accord with 
the valence relations that are to be fourid in the short periods of the 
Periodic Scheme. 

An atom containing exactly eight magnetons will neither extract 
magnetons from other atoms nor, under ordinary conditions, part 
with its own, and will have the properties of the Helium atom (ct. 
also its diamagnetism, §2). The photographs in plate 2 are thus a 
diagrammatic representation of the Helium atom, according to this 
theory. 

§7. THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE ATOMS 

The singular properties of the group of eight may possibly explain 
the sequence of the elements throughout the Periodic Scheme also. 
It is at once evident that a separation of all the magnetons in the 
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atom into groups of eight, with a remainder of valence magnetons, 
would give an ideal explanation of the H Law of Octaves." Indeed, 
no other arrangement of the magnetons-as, for example, in one 
large group-could give a picture of the facts, chemical and mag
netic, that even approaches this in fidelity. What follows, therefore, 
is an attempt to analyze the behavior of large numbers of magnetons 
in a positive sphere with a view to finding conditions which could 
lead to such a grouping. 

Any number of magnetons within a sphere of equivalent positive 
electrification must arrange themselves so as to secure an equilibrium 
between the two tendencies of the magnetic energy and the electric 
energy, respectively, to be at a minimum. The first would be satisfied 
by a gathering of all the magnetons into one very compact group, 
the second by an even distribution of single magnetons·; and in view 
of the fact that magnetic forces increase more rapidly than electric 
forces as the distance diminishes, it might be' thought that a likely 
compromise between the two tendencies would be the formation of 
groups containing the smallest number of magnetons that is com
patibl'e with a low magnetic energy, and at the same time with sym
metry and mobility, in the group-that is, groups of eight. But more 
careful study of the matter shows that when a magneton is displaced 
from the position it would occupy in a plan of even distribution,the 
electrostatic forces of restitution are greater than the opposing mag~ 
netic forces; so that the stable condition is one of even distribution; 

What has been said, however, implies the assumption that the 
positive sphere is rigid; if, on the contrary, it is compressible, we 
have a set of conditions that requires further consideration. This 
compressibility of the positive electricity will be found necessary to 
explain atomic volume relations and also the phenomena of gaseous 
collisions and a-particle scattering (see the note at the end of §16) : 
it will therefore be introduced here. 

The hypothetical positive sphere we are using must be supposed to 
possess two distinct sets of properties. In the first place it is a 
uniform charge of positive electricity, and on that account tends to 
expand indefinitely into space. Secondly, it has a coherence due to 
forces, something like elastic forces, which are in equilibriurnwlth 
the expansive electrostatic forces. Thus when isolated from mag~ 
netons it would be in a state of distension, and very ,-u,u~ll;l:!~,ll!ll;, 

Further, to preserve ,the individualities of the positive spheres 
different atoms we need to assume an internal structure like 
an elastic solid rather than that of a fluid. What has 
not, as might seem at first, burden the positive sphere'v'l7itltl,fn~1:f;~';;;ii,A\\""";",,, 

I, 
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J 
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complex assumptions than heretofore: it merely substitutes an elastic 
coherence for a rigid coherence, and it has the advantage of enriching 
the atom with additional degrees of freedom. 

In such a sphere, each magneton will, by electrostatic attractions, 
condense positive electricity in and around itself, and thus its electro
static action on other magnetons will be weakened: the first effect 
of endowing the positive sphere with elasticity will therefore be a 
general diminution in volume under the action of the electric and 
magnetic forces. In order that magnetons may not entirely neutral
ize themselves in this way, it must be further supposed that the 
elastic tension that obtains in the isolated positive sphere becomes 
zero when the charge density has increased to a certain value, and 
then changes sigr: becoming' a compression and combining with the 
electrostatic repulsion to oppose a further increase in charge density: 
such change of sign is of course connoted in the ordinary use of the 
term "elastic." 

It is possible to make a somewhat elaborate study of the conditions 
in such an atom, but they are very complex and hard to discuss with 
any definiteness. Apart from the dimin1:1tion of volume under the 
action of the electric and magnetic forces, the elastic sphere will 
apparent1y still behave, under static conditions, in much the same way 
as the rigid sphere; i. e., there will probably be no spontaneous separa
tion into groups. This statement is no more than a well-considered 
guess, because the complicated nature of the dependence of the repul
sive forces in the elastic sphere upon the nature of the elasticity makes 
it very difficult to decide whether or not there can be conditions which 
would give us an unstable equilibrium in the case of even distribu
tion. A spontaneous separation requires, of course, that at the point 
of even distribution the rate of change of the magnetic forces shall 
be greater than the rate of change of the combined electric and 
elastic forces as the magnetons move towards group formation. 

There is, however, one important respect in which the two cases 
diffe.;:'. Molecular collisions will cause much more irregular dis
turbances in an elastic than in a rigid sphere. Such disturbances 
will lead to the momentary formation of separate groups. Under 
these circumstances, the groups that form most often and have the 
longest average existence will be the smallest groups that can possess 
a minimum of magnetic energy and also great symmetry and mobil
ity-the last being especially important under dynamic conditions. 
There is thus a strong probability of an average state of grouping 
into eights in the atom (see §6). 
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The effect just described is possibly sufficient in itself to determine 
the properties of an atom, although it would admittedly be more 
satisfactory to find a mechanism that could hold for a static condition 
of the atom ·also. If it should be found that the static separation is 
an essential idea, and that the elasticity of the positive sphere does 
not secure it, it would be better, I think, to make further and more 
arbitrary assumptions about the magneton or the positive part of the 
atom than to fall back upon the idea of a single large group of' 
magnetons, because of the very much better picture of the facts that 
the grouping into eights affords us. One such set of assumptions 
has been suggested to me by Dr. D. L. Webster: the magneton might 
be supposed to exert magnetic forces that are greater than the 
electric forces at moderately short distances (as if v were greater 
than c); this would secure separation into groups, and the coales
cence of such magnetons could be prevented by the assumption of a 
new repulsive force which followed an "inverse cube" law up to 
very short distances. 

It must be remembered, of course, that a static condition of the 
atom cannot occur except at the absolute zero of temperature: fur
thermore, even if the distribution into groups of eight within an 
atom were statically stable, the reactivity of the valence magnetons 
could not be developed except under conditions of inter- and intra
atomic disturbance. On the other hand, if the grouping into eights 
oweS its very existence to these disturbances, it is hard to see how 
the valence magnetons could retain, at any temperature, that marked 
individuality which is shown in the permanence of structure 
organic molecules, and yet more in the stability of optical isomers
and which, indeed, was one of the original reasons for introducing 
the idea of this magneton (§§I, 3). However, we should expect, 
from the immediate point of view, to find just that relative stability 
of the <t organic" compounds of Carbon, Silicon, and Titanium which 
is actually observed, because an increase in the number of groups of 
eight within the vibrating atom would more and more swamp the 
effect of the valence magnetons (in forming the "positive bond," at 
all events: see §9) . 

Without trying to settle this matter any more completely here, 
I will, for what follows, eke out the argument by the assumption 
that the separation into groups of eight actually can take place under 
static conditions-without, however, abandoning the dynamical 
conception of vibration and possibility of configurational changes' 
within the atom, which is, as will be seen, the key ...note of the treat
mentin this paper. 
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We can now derive constitutions for the atoms of all the elements 
in the manner shown in the accompanying table. Hydrogen, with 


. one magneton only, is followed by a gap; then comes Helium with a 

group of eight (represented by " y "), and the table goes on regularly 

Iwith Lithium (y+I), Beryllium (y+2), Boron (y 3), and so on. 

While this works out very well in the short periods, it is evident that 
for the long periods the plan must be modified; for Manganese 
(3y+7) behaves very differently from Chlorine (2Y+7). Now a 
comparison of Vanadium with Phosphorus, Chromium with Sulphur, 
Manganese with Chlorine, and the Iron-Cobalt-Nickel trio with 
Argon, shows that these metals of the long period have just the 
properties that we should expect if there were no tendency in the 
systems represented by 3y + 5, 3y + 6, 3y + 7 to form a fourth group 
of eight, and 4y were really 3y+8. To represent this, I have placed 
a bar over the number referring to the valence magnetons, thus: 
3y+ 5, 3y+6, 3Y+7, 3y+8. This state of affairs, which accounts 
very well for the differences between what are usually called sub
groups A and B, is carried on, in a diminishing degree, through 

Z· d GIl' . h h .. 3y+9 3y+ 10Copper, mc, an a mm, WIt t e constltutlOns ~~ ~~ 

(3y+U) (4y I) 4y+2 
~~ J and the overdue group of eight is assumed not to be 

4Y+3 
firmly established until Germanium (4Y+4) in group IV is reached. 
The constitutions assigned to these elements will be discussed in §I3 
of this paper. 

I am unable to see any good reason for the non-formation of this 
group of eight, or to suggest any simple additional assumption that 
would secure it. It may be observed that each long period begins 
with an odd number of groups of eight already within the atom, but 
that is not likely to be of any particular significance. The non
formation, in certain cases, of the group of eight must then be classed 
as a subsidiary assumption (§§IS, 16); but I have shown, in what 
follows, how well in accordance with the most various facts are the 
deductions that can be made from it. The tautomerism which has, as 
one result, been ascribed to the atoms of Copper, Zinc, and Gallium 
(and their analogues) seems to be a particularly fruitful conception 
(see §§I3-IS). 
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THE PERIODIC CLASSIFICATION OF THE ELEMENTS, 

WITH THEIR ATOMIC CONSTITUTIONS 


IN TERMS OF MAGNETONS 


Double long
Long periods period

,.-__-A"___,~_ 

A Kr Xe -+- Nt 
3')1 5')1 7')1 

K Hb Cs -+
3')1+ I 5')1 +1 7')1+1 

Ca Sr Ba 
3'Y+2 5')1+2 i')l+2 

Sc Y La -+
3')1+3 5')1+3 7')I-h 

Trans. He Ne Ti Zr Ce -+
')I 2')1 3')1+4 5')1+4 7')1+4 

"---,--, ----, 
I H Li Na V Nh_ -+- Ta 

')1+1 2')1+1 I 3')1+5 5')1+5 9'Y+5 
I 

II .... Be Mg \ / Cr _ Mo _ W U 
')I+:l 2')1+2 \ Y '3')1+6 5')1+6 9')1+6 

III B AI \( \1 Mn -+
')1+3 2')1+3 )/ \/ \/ 3')1 

IV C Si '< \ 1\ /'FeCoNi RuRhPd OslrPt 
')1+4 2')1+4 9')1+8I \ /\ >\ 3')1+8 5')1+8 

, \I 
N "1\ \ Cu _ Ag _ Au
Vi 

\' 3')1+<;1 5')1+9 9-;-+9
')1+5 

\ ~~ ~~ ~~ 
/ \ \ (4')1+1) (6')1+ I) (10')1+1) 

VI 0 S \ 'Zn Cd Hg 
')1+6 2')1+6 \ .3')/+10 5')1+ 10 9')1+10 

~~ ~!- ~~ 
\ 4')1+2 6')1+2 10')1+2 

VII -+- TI 
(5')1+-;-;) (9')1+11) 

,,~ ~~ 
0')1+.3 10')1+3 

SI1 -+- Ph 
6')1+4 1O'}'+4 

Sb Bi 
6')1+5 J<J'Y+S 

Te -+
6')1+6 

Br I 
4')1+, 6')1+7 

, ... , Proto-elements (see § 8). 
--, Unknown elements the possibility of whose existence is not contested 

theoretically. 
-t-, Rare-earth elements, possibly with the constitutions 7')1+5, ... , 7"1+20( * 8')1+I2 * 9')1+4). See § I3. 
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§8. THE NUMBER OF MAGNETONS IN THE ATOM 

The following table gives a comparison of the numbers of mag
netons apportioned to the atoms in the last section with the" atomic 
numbers" of van den Broek (which are the numbers of electrons in 
the atom, according to Bohr), and also the atomic weights of the 
elements; 

H 

Magneton numher (N) 1 ....8 

Atomic number 2 

Atomic weight 4 

Be BeN 0 l' Ne Na ... S .. Fe Co Ni..Os Ir Pt Au .. 

9 10 II 12 13 14 15 16 17.· .Z2 .. •323232...80 80 80 81 ... 
'----v--' '---y----

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11. .. 16... 26 27 28 ... 78 79 80 81 ... 

7 9 11 IZ 14 16 1920 23 ... 32 ...565959.. 191193195197 ... 

The two sets of numbers become identical for the heavy atoms for 
which Rutherford has calculated numbers of electrons from a-particle 
scattering, but for the lighter elements the atomic numbers seem at 
first to have much in their favor. First there is their close approxi
mation to half the atomic weight, although this does not hold for 
Hydrogen or the heavy atoms. Secondly, the most definite calcula
tions made from experimental results, viz., those from Barkla's 
work on the secondary Rontgen radiation (Phil. Mag., 5, 685-6g8, 
1903; 21, 648-652, 19I I), give numbers of electrons that are about 
half the atomic weight numbers for the lighter atoms. 

The point to be emphasized here, however, is that none of such 
calculations have any meaning for the present theory, for the follow
ing reasons: 

Rutherford's numbers, got from the phenomena of a-particle 
scattering, assume that the total charge on the electrons is equivalent 
to the charge on a small positive nucleus; but for the model atoms 
described in this paper, the nucleus, if there is any, must be neutral 
(see the note at the end of §16). Also the" characteristic numbers" 
got by Moseley, which, it should be remembered, are less than the 
atomic numbers by unity, have not been definitely correlated with 
the numbers of electrons in the atoms except through the idea of a 
positive nucleus. To turn to Barkla's work, the calculation of abso
lute values by means of Thomson's formula requires certain assump
tions. One is that the dimensions of an electron are small compared 
with the length of a Rontgen ray pulse: this is not entirely the case 
with magnetons. Another, that the electrons in the atom are so far 
apart that any pulse can act on only one at a time: this can hardly be 
true of the electrons in the inner ring (radius 10-10 cm.) of the atoms 
of Bohr's theory, which is the prominent application of the hypothesis 
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of atomic numbers. Again, the values of e and 

calculations are still subject to some uncertainty (an alteration in 
the accepted value of e from 1.13 to 1.55 X IO-20 

number of electrons calculated for the average molecule of air from 
25 to 14). And lastly, it has been shown by Crowther that a large 
part of the radiation scattered at the smaller angles is not accounted 
for by Thomson's formula, and Webster has pointed out that this is 
du~ to Thomson's neglect of a mutual reinforcement of the scattered 
radiations from the separate electrons. 
the extant calculations from Barkla's results cannot have much exact 
significance for any theory of atomic structure. 

The hypothesis of atomic numbers fails to accord with the chemical 
properties of the elements. J. W. Nicholson, in a recent criticism 
(Phil. Mag., 27, 541-564, 1914), has shown that Bohr's arguments 
about the behavior of electrons in his model-atom are open to objec
tion, and that the system with three electrons, for example, which 
Bohr assigned to Lithium, would actually behave like an inert atom. 
If applied to the present theory, the hypothesis would cause the same 
confusion. Nitrogen, with seven magnetonsthen intheatc)'rl1,W'<:t41g 
be the most electronegative element known; Oxygen, 'Nit~~.~~~~fe·/,t!! ,.!, 
group of eight, would be inert; and Fluorine (theny+ l:Jwo,u'~tt,1:>e> 
expected to behave like Lithium. 

A circumstance frequently made mention of on 
hypothesis is that the a-particle, which is a charged atom of Hetium i 

always possesses exactly two units of charge. 
appearance of the a-particle (as such) when its velocity falls below 
.82 X IOG cm. per second can hardly be due to anything but its neu
tralization at this point. If at that still enormous 
become neutral, one would not expect it to lose all its electrons at 
velocities that are not very much higher, and a theory like Ruther
ford's, or Bohr's modification of it, shows no reason 
electrons, if there are only two, should not be lost 
whereas, if the neutral Helium atom is stable up to 
.82 X 109 cm. per second, the present theory would actually predkt 
that for a considerable range of velocity abov.e that point tpeatol'Q 
would be stable with a deficit of two magnetons, partly because each 
succeeding magneton is harder to extract than the previous one, ,put 
mostly because the group of six which would remaincomesmueh 
nearer to the group of eight in its magnetic stability thandoes:!ile <' 
group of seven or any other small group (§6). 

Lastly, the lack of any very definite evidence of the existence ,of 
atoms intermediate in mass between those of Hydrogen and Helium 
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is the main bulwark of the hypothesis of atomic numbers. According 
to the present theory, it must be remembered, there are missing from 
our observation on the earth's crust six theoretically possible ele· 
ments, containing two to seven magnetons in the atom, which should 
occupy the gap between H (I) and He (y). But it appears, on con
sideration, that even if such elements existed they would be inactive 
(with the exceptions mentioned below), because two to seven mag
netons can form groups of much lower magnetic energy when alone 
in a positive sphere than in the presence of groups of eight, which 
must scatter them towards the surface of the atom. 

The configuration inside the first two of these hypothetical atoms 

would be , and in the third 

Proto-boron 

probably , perhaps with the four magnetons at the 

cprners of an irregular tetrahedron (see §6). The last two of these 
have no magnetic moment and therefore no attraction for other mag
netons at a distance; also they could not unite stably with H atoms 
even when brought into contact, for the intra-atomic forces beween 
the magnetons are too strong to allow them to separate for such a 
purpose. The first atom, Proto-beryllium, has a moment, and it 
might combine with one H atom (for the two magnetons are too 
strongly attracted together to be able to act separately); but it 
would not be expected to part with a magneton to make up a group 

of eight in another atom-as the H atom does in H -@. The 

probable behavior of Proto-beryllium can 
be compared with that of Beryllium by con
sidering the diagram for the atom of the 
latter. Thus the only kind of combination 
that seems possible for these proto-atoms is 
where a group of eight is made up within 
the atom itself. This would be impracti
cable except for atoms containing as many 
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as five magnetons already (§9) J but Protofluorine (7), certainly, 
should be an even more strongly "negative" element than Fluorine 
(Y+7)· 

As far as these atoms are inactive, or combine only with Hydrogen, 
their absence from the earth is to be expected, for they are light 
enough to escape from the atmosphere, as even Helium is believed to 
do slowly; but the absence (or excessive rarity) of Proto-oxygen 
and Proto-fluorine must be attributed to unknown causes of the same 
sort as condition the rarity of Neon, Krypton, and Xenon, and the 
apparent absence of the analogues of Manganese. 

Strong evidence for the existence of the proto-atoms is the occur
rence in the spectrum from the corona of the sun (where gravitation 
is much stronger than on the earth) of the bright unfamiliar line 
attributed to an unknown element, Coronium; on similar grounds 
an element N ebulium is believed to exist in the nebulce. Such ele;. 
ments as these could apparently find no place in the Periodic Scheme 
except before Helium. (The proto-elements have been discussed, 
though from a different point of view, by J. W. Nicholson (Phil. 
~fag., 22, 864, 19II).) 

A noteworthy feature of this magneton theory is that it leads to .. 
numerically identical constitutions for the atoms of the threee:lett'l;e~tk 
in each of the triplets in the transition group (F~) Co, Ni; Ra;Rh; " 
Pd; Os, Ir, Pt). According to Moseley's cal.culatiohs.f:romtlte 
Rontgen ray spectra of the ele~ents (Phil. Mag., :26,IO:24-I934'< 
1913), the constant difference of one unit (presumably one elettroit) 
from atom to atom applies to these elem~nts just as to the fest. 
There may indeed be some such regular difference in the nucleus, 
but we have seen above that Moseley's results cannot well mean 
anything for the "outer shells" of the model atoms of the present 
theory, and the way in which the physical and chemical properties 
of these elements throw them togetller in one group suggests strongly 
that there is in their case some less fundamental difference in the 
structure of that part of the atom. 

PART III. VALENCE 

§9. Two KINDS OF COMBINING ACTION AND THREE KINDS OF BONDS 

There is no simple term in general use for the" combining action'~ 

of an atom that is broad enough to include the-ideas of a numemei:tl 
factor (valence), an intensity factor (affinity?), and sign 
conventional chemical sense), all within itself. I shall 
frequently speak of the action of an atom, to include all 
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From the results in §§6, 7, we are able to distinguish between two 
distinct kinds of action for the atoms: 

1. Where an atom combines with others .thl""ough the magnetic 
forces due to its separate valence magnetons, no attempt being made 
to form a group of eight in the atom. This is character1stic of the 
atoms which have always been classed as {{ positive/} so the term 
do~s very well to describe this kind of action; but it must be made 
clear that in this sense its connection with positive electricity is only 
incidental (e. g.) when the H atom combines with a Cl atom it gives 
up its single magneton to the latter and is then left with a positive 
charge, but this does not happen when it combines with another H 
atom in H 2 , or with a C atom in CH4 : see below). 

2. Negative action, where an atom which possesses nearly eight 
valence magnetons succeeds in making up a group of eight by 
extracting magnetons from other atoms. 

In the following typical molecules, Ca and H atoms display positive 
action, and 0 and C1 atoms negative: 

H-H, H@,H@-H.ca/\H, C~@, Ca@,
H~ 

00, ®@. 


In H-@-Cl~=€V' however, Cl is acting positively, 

The way in which the C1 2 and O 2 molecules have been represented 
requires explanation. In C12 we have two atoms that contain seven 
valence magnetons each and are normally monovalent negatively. 
It is evidently impossible for them both to form groups of eight 
simultaneously, nor, on account of molecular collisions, would one 
be likely to form such a group permanently at the expense of the 
other: we are thus led to think that this group must oscillate between 
the two atoms. If this pccurs, there must be formed, transitorily, a 
condensed group of fourteen magnetons, which is related to the group 
of eight very much as the naphthalene molecule is related to that of 
benzene. If we take a horizontal section through the upper four coils 

"IS 
in con fig. I (see §6), we get the diagram _S~_ _ 

N 
A similar 

N .sJ~ .s . 

mailto:H@,H@-H.ca/\H
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section through the condensed group of fourteen would gIve us: 

HiS siN 
S NS (f It may be seen 

-r:1;SNI~ c. 

from this that the group would have a certain degree of intrinsic 
stability, although not nearly so much as the more symmetrical and 
mobile group of eight. In the same way the O 2 molecule may con
tain a transitory group of twelve, which can be pictured by imagining 
config. I to have three coils in each vertical row instead of two: a 
condensed group of ten for the N 2 molecule is not so easy to imagine, 
but the same oscillation of the" negative" function can take place 

there: N=€D:::::@N (where 1\ represents a pair of free mag

netons. A bond of this kind, which allows of the more or less 
rapid oscillation of the" negative" function (i. e.) of the group-of
eight formation) between two atoms, with the intermediate forma
tion of a condensed group, will be called the negative bond. 

Diagrammatically, then, the C1 atom may be represented: 

and the whole behavior of the C12 molecule: 

Since we have called the bond in 

that in H-H may appropriately be 
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that in H -@ the neutral bond.1 Diagrammatically the mole

cules H-H and H -@ may be represented: 
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:~. -': . 
·1'·'·;' 1 In the case of the neutral bond, this formal terminology becomes somewhat<,.,,; . 

f 
artifiCial, and possibly misleading-for it is exactly there that an electric 
polarity is developed in the molecule by the transfer of a magneton. On 
the other hand, this bond has closely associated with it the idea of the union

"';1 of oppositely charged ions to give an electrically neutral molecule. 
But in any case the choice of terminology here is difficult. Perhaps the best, 

from a descriptive point of view, is that given by Bray and Branch in a paper 
on "Valence and Tautomerism" (Journ. Amer. 01em. Soc., 35, I440-I447, 
19I3). Their" polar bond" is largely identical with the 1>eutral bond here. 
But it would not be possible to use their term "non-polar" to describe what 
is here called the positive bond, because the latter can probably be "polar"
in a few cases (e. g., in metallic hydrides: these are not discussed in this 
paper, but see §I6; and the present purpose is to classify bonds by the 
mechanism of their formation rather than by their ultimate effect upon the 
behavior of the molecule. However, the use of the terms" polar" and "non
polar" in a purely adjectival sense, such as their autbors meant, is highly 
desirable: the negative bond might then be described as "ambi-polar," as I 
have indicated below. 

The fonowing table of some possible terminologies seems to show that the 
most formal, besides giving a good synthesis of ideas, 1S perhaps the safest: 

The action of an atom 

positive negative 
extl"nsive intensive 
dispersed collected 

simple compound 

The bond between atoms 

positive neutra I negative 

non-polar 
(not always) 

polar ambi-polar 

linear cubical oscillating 
cubical 

simple compound oscillating 
compound 

two- eight- oscillating 
eight-

I 


Criticism 

Formal. 
Vag,u e.1 y de

} scnptlve. 
Describes elec

tric effect. 
Describes ar

rangement of 
magnetons. 

Vague. 

Gives n u m be r 
of magnetons 
used. 

With regard to these terminologies, objections besides those which I have 
mentioned will readily suggest themselves. 
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(The above diagrams are drawn on half the scale of those given in 
the previous sections. The black dots, representing valence mag
netons, do not of course show their real distribution, whatever that 
may be.) 

The exact use of the terms positive, negative, and neutral, in con
nection with this th<iory, in describing an atom's action on the one 
hand, and the bond between atoms on the other, is then as follows: 

positive 1 atom + a positive atom use the positive bond: H-H. 

A negative atom+a negative atom use the negative bond: 00. 
A positive atom+a negative atom use the neutral bond: H-@. 

There follows a table of the typical oxides and hydroxides that 
are so familiar in connection with the Periodic Scheme, together with 
the numerical values, and relative intensities (qualitatively: see 
below), of the combining actions derived for the atoms in this paper: 

Group: o 

Highest normal 1' ...• 
oxide t .... 

Positive valence 0 

Hydrides 
~ 

I II III 

Li 20 BeO B20 a 
Na20 MgO AhOa 

I > 2 > 3 > 
LiH 

Negative valence 0 [or 8< 7 < 6 < 5] < 
impracticable 

IV V VI VII 

t < 3 < 2 < I 

It will readily be seen that this scheme, which is a direct mechan
ical consequence of the assumptions of this theory, contains all the 
features of the well-accredited scheme of H valencies and contra
valencies" which is'associated with Abegg's name; and it also shows 
why the H contravalencies " in groups I-III should be merely hypo
thetical-"for example, the Ca atom, with only two. valence mag
netons, can be seen, from electrostatic considerations, to have very 
little or no tendency to draw in six more from six H atoms to give 

H H 
the molecule H-@-H" : instead, it simply combines with two, using 

H H 
the positive bond: H-Ca-H. 

For those atoms that do show negative action, it is to be expected 
that its intensity will diminish as the number of outside magnetons 

'Or better, "positively acting," and so for the rest. 
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required to make up the group of eight increases, because ~f the 
increasing electrostatic strain involved i and so the order of mten

sity is F} > O} > Nfl > ~jl. If the intensity of the negative action 
Cl S P SI 

of the atom of an element is to be judged by the readiness with which 
it unites with Hydrogen or with the metals, as is reasonable, Nitrogen 
and Phosphorus must be fairly weak in this respect, and Carbon and 
Silicon can have very little tendency to combine negatively; this is 
just as theory here would lead us to expect. 

Further, this gradation in the tendency to form the group of eight 
leads us to the conclusion that there must be, in the molecules of the 
hydrides of these elements a kind of tautomerism or dynamical 
equilibrium between the two possible modes of union, as follows: 

®-H neutral bond (polar), 

t!-r~n
HJ
l 

positive bond (non-polar), 

the proportion of polarized molecules increasing regularly from 
CH4 , where.it is very small, to HF, in which it greatly predominates. 
In.viewof the incessant vibrations of all molecules, this is mechanic
ally a more . likely condition than the statical one in which the 
Carbon atom just does not, and the Nitrogen atom just does, succeed 
in forming the group of eight. The constitutions of these molecules 
are of fundamental importance in chemistry, for they are the four 
typical molecules of the old type theory, and three of them, viz., 
NHa, ORz, and FR, typically represent almost all ionizing solvents; 
these three also differ from CH4 , as we have seen, in that the 
unpolarized tautomer contains a certain number (always even) of 
valence magnetons that are free-that is, it is unsaturated. 

With regard to the intensity of the positive action of an atom (as 
shown in its typical oxide), the ipcreasing number of magnetons 
that must be extracted from an atom in forming its typical oxide, as 
we pass from group I to group VII, results in a decreasing stability 
of that oxide, for electrostatic reasons. Hence ",'e have the following 
stability relations: 

BzOs>C02>NzOG> [OO~l [F20 7 J, 
AlzOa SiOz> P20:;> S03> C12 0 7 , 

TiOz V Z0 5 > CrOa> Mn z(\, etc. 

The progress from basicity to acidity in the hydroxides as we pass 
from group I to group VII is a matter of the greatest interest, and 
much light can be thrown upon it by considering the electrostatic 

3 

http:where.it
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forces set up by the extraction of different numbers of magnetons 
from the parent atom: I hope to discuss this in a somewhat quanti
tative way, when dealing with the" retaining powers" of atoms for 
magnetons (see §I6). 

In this section the relations between analogous atoms in any group 
of the Periodic Scheme have not been discussed: this also must be 
postponed. 

§IO. MOLECULES CONTAINING THE NEGATIVE BOND 

The more typical compounds of the elements have been briefly 
classified in the last section: many compounds of less ordinary types 
may be brought into the general scheme by means of the nega

tive bond. As in the case of 00 this is formed between those J 

atoms and groups only that are capable of negative action. Some 

such are: @' -@-H, _-@~ (which is for the most of the time 

in the other phase : see §9), @ S02@-H; and ·amon,g their 

binary compounds we have: 

~, chlorine mole.cule; 

~H , hypochlorous acid; 

~/H
~\ ,chloramide ;

H 

H --@:§)- H , hydrogen peroxide; 

H~(H , hydroxylamine; 
H 

H\~/H . 
/~\ • hydrazme;

H H 

H ~ S02-@-H, monopersulphuric acid; 

H-@- S02~ SO@H, persulphuric acid. 

Molecules like these are liable to the same kind of tautomerjstuas 
HeI, H 20, HaN molecules (§9), but it will be rnorecompIicated,fo.~< 
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J' 
i either half can tautomerize. The constitution given to H 20 2 , for' 

example, is only one phase in the oscillations of a very mobile 
:.'1 

~ 	 molecule. The half-polar tautomer H -@- 8 - H might easily 
. I 

\ 	
~A/Hj 	

pass over into & 0 "'H. This would be exactly analogous 

. ~A/H ~,/H 
to the change H ~N"H ::;::: & N '-... M for hydroxylamine; 

and while ther.e is no definite evidence that this takes place in 
the simple substance, it is known that the attempt to get an amine 

H 
oxide like @} N(	H always yields the #-hydroxylamine 

CzHs 

H 
H -@- N( (unless the amine is tertiary). 

Cz.Hs 

With regard to the " double" negative bond in the O 2 molecule, 

the unsaturated tautomer, which most likely predominates, @=8 
(§9), would account for that adding on of whole molecules which 
seems to be the first 	stage of oxidatiort by gaseous oxygen (ct. 
" autoxidation" phenomena). 

Ozone, which is formed by the union of an O 2 molecule with a 

A@
nascent 0 atom, may then, in different phases, be 0 (like 

;,J&) 	 '@A@
S~ : see §II), or 0 -® with the negative bond oscillating 
(~ 

around the ring. 

§I I. RESIDUAL FORCES, MAGNETIC AND ELECTRIC 

In discussing the actions between atoms in the foregoing pages, 
we have considered only the primary, or valence, effects of the 
magnetons, and have left out of account the residual magnetic forces 
that must be exerted to a greater or less extent by all combinations 
of magnetons. Now, as a rule, these forces would be negligible in 
determining the number of atoms in molecules such as are stable in 
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the gaseous state, because they are so much weaker than the primary 
forces; although this may not be so invariably, just as it is not true 
that the primary forces are always effective in holding together the 
parts of the molecule of a gas (cf. N 20." or 12), But the residual 
forces within a molecule might affect its properties considerably. 
These forces, as they are magnetic, will be forces of attraction 
wherever possible, and we can in many cases form a rough idea of 
their distribution, magnitude, and influence on the molecule. 

Let us first consider the factors that would 
determine the amount of attraction between two 
magnetons. In the case of simple groups, such 
as groups of two each, it is evident that they 
must take up certain" complementary" attitudes 
towards one another, as shown in the figure, if 
there is to be any great amount of attraction 

between them, and such complementary attitudes are not possible 
unless the two groups are very similar in structure. For instance, 

N~S 
the two groups AND can attract each other 

S&N 
when in the rela'tive attitudes I have depicted, but not so much as the 
more symmetrical pair first mentioned. 

This principle seems to be perfectly general; and, in applying it 
to the present theory, we can distinguish between two very distinct 
types of groups: (I) groups of eight, with their stable symmetrical 
distribution of magnetons; and (2) less symmetrical groupings, 
where the magnetons are " free" or in positive bonds (no doubt 
further distinctions could be made here). 

The group of eight has a symmetrical but very checquered field, 
and is not fitted to attract a single magneton very strongly, or any 
group that is not very similar to itself. In the same way, less regu
lar groups may under favorable circumstances have more attraction 
for one another than they could have for groups of eight. 

Not the least important feature of these attractions is that the 
external field of a group of any kind of structure will tend 
a similar structure upon any neighboring group, so as to .nr,~p.<i~"''' 

the attraction between them and lower their mutual energy. 
tendency will affect irregular groups more than groups of eight,:to( 
their magnetons are less firmly held, so that irregular groups'wUl 
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more frequently be able to take up configurations such that they can 
attract one another. It must be remembered, of course, that, from 
the very nature of magnetic forces, no groups of magnetons could 
affect one another appreciably at distances that are much greater 
than the distances between the magnetons within the groups, for 
changes such as could decrease the mutual energy of the groups must, 
except for slight changes, increase their internal energy still more, 
because the distances there are smaller. However, intra-molecular 
distances would not usually be too great, for we have assumed the 
radius of the magneton to. be of the same order ·of magnitude as 
that of the atom. 

We have now reached the following generalizati'ons about the 
mutual action of groups of magnetons: 

1. Groups of eight can attract one another and irregular groups 
can attract one another much more than irregular groups can attract 
groups of eight. 

2. A group of ~ight will tend to induce the formation of other such 
groups in its vicinity; and conversely, an irregular part of the mole
cule will tend to weaken any groups of eight that are near to it. 
Groups of eight will also mutually reinforce one another. 

These principles are of great promise in connection with the 
influence of "negative" groups in the molecules of Carbon com
pounds, for the negative action of an atom has been identified, in the 
preceding pages, with its tendency to form a group of eight. Another 
application is to the properties of unsaturated molecules (§§I2, 13), 
for these will naturally show the disturbing influence of free mag
netons on groups of eight, if the present conclusions are correct. 

There are also residual electrostatic forces to be considered. It 
has long been recognized that the bond in a molecule like HCI is 
electrostatic, and owes its existence to the extraction of an electron 
from the H atom by the CI atom, whatever may be the cause of that 
extraction. The electrical polarity which presumably is thus set up 
in the molecule has been used to explain many phenomena by Sir 
}. J. Thomson 'in a recent paper on " The Forces between Atoms and 
Chemical Affinity" (Phil. Mag., May, I9I4) ; also a discussion of this 
effect from a more chemical standpoint is given by G. N. Lewis in a 
paper on "Valence and Tautomerism" (Journ. Amer. Chern. Soc., 
I448-I455, 1913), and by others. Now the explanations of the mag
nitude of the dielectric constant, extent of molecular association, and 
other things, by means of this conception are not affected by the 
assumptions of the present theory (except in so far as they may in 
some cases be made more definite); but a part of the phenomena 
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which it has been attempted to explain as due to electrostatic induction 
between molecules will be found to be more plausibly ascribed to a 
magnetic induction. It should be noted that the electrostatic induc
tion, which must of course occur, would often have much the same 
effect as the magnetic induction described above, especially in actions 
between separate molecules; but there is much in the intra-molecular 
influences in carbon compounds that can be explained by the latter 
conception only. This I hope to discuss in a future paper, but it may 
be pointed out now that the two effects (electrostatic and magnetic) 
are closely interdependent, according to. the present theory, for elec
tric polarization of a molecule has its origin in a rearrangement of 
magnetons to form the group of eight. 

§12. UNSATURATION IN INORGANIC COMPOUNDS 

This only occurs when an atom, acting positively, has a valence less 
for negative valence is fixed-for example, an 

atom with six valence magnetons can part with any number up to six, 
but to make up a group of eight within itself it must take in exactly 

The formulae 

-@
e=€D, @-p~, @7S=€D,
\3; 

@7N-@N=€D[~ @=N~ +~Nj 

In most of such molecules the unsaturated atom 

has a pair of free magnetons, which is represented by the symbol 1\. 
This tendency of free magnetons to go in pairs is referred to again 

Now these free magnetons may be expected to produce two effects 
One is obvious: it is a tendency to form the cor

responding saturated molecule, CO2 , PO:;, S03' N 205, N 204, and so 
lower the magnetic energy. But this must always raise the electric 
energy-e. g.) in S02 the S atom has lost four magnetons, in SOa 
six-and that tends to oppose saturation. The point of equilibrium 
between these two tendencies, apart from metastable conditions of 
the molecule, will naturally be further and further from the point of 
saturation as we pass from group IV to group VIII of the Periodic 

an inspection of the oxides in these groups shows that this 
prediction agrees with the facts. 
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The other effect is due to their influence upon what linkages are 
already formed. We have seen (§ II) that free: magnetons weaken 
neighboring groups of eight. This results in a tendency for un
saturated molecules to break down in such a way as to form molecules 
of other types that are more saturated, if that is possible. This may 
occasionally take place by the formation of the molecules of the 
elements, as in the reaction 

2~CI( ~ 2@€0+@@) .........A, 

.~ 

but more often by a change of the following type: 

4K-@-Ci~- 3K@Cl~@ + K-@I ... B, 
o '@ 


which combines the two effects of the free magnetolls. 
Changes of type A do not take place readily unless the resulting 

elementary molecules are well saturated in character, for if they are 
not, the reverse action readily occurs. The natUre of elementary 
molecules cannot be discussed at this stage; but it is noteworthy that 
the high molecular weights of gaseous Sulphur and Phosphorus and 
the high melting points of Carbon and Silicon are in accordance with 
the fact that their oxides, even when unsaturated, ~o not break down 
into the constituent elements; while the metastable nature of the 
oxides of Nitrogen is in accordance with the saturated character of 
the N 2 molecule. The facts in these cases could have been predicted, 
quite independently of any theory, from the mere conception of 
unsaturation; but the same cannot be said of the comparisons which 
now follow. 

To see clearly the effect of free magnetons in loosening linkages, 
it is necessary to compare the Oxygen compounds of some element 
whose oxides are all metastable, that is, an element which will not 
combine directly with Oxygen at all. Thus we eliminate the reverse 
action which confuses the issue in the case of Sulphur, Carbon, etc. 
Fluorine and Oxygen are too extremely negative to possess oxides 
(except for 0 3 ), but we have an ideal case in Chlorine. Of the 

@ @ 
oxides of Chlorine, @}Cl@-Cl~ is found to decompose 

@ ® 
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less readily than @. Cl:::::

®' ; and this remarkable result is only 

to be explained by the absence .of free magnetons from the molecule 
of the former, for that oxide must have much the higher electric 
energy of the two. In the case of the oxyacids of Chlorine, the 
velocities of decomposition, under equal conditions, are 111 the 
following order: 

rr:1 ((0
~~~ ~/\?-~. -~ ~ 

H ~ Cl ~ ::::- H -& Cl ~ >- H -& CI32J; 

o @ 
and the same is true for their Potassium salts. Also the heat evolu
tion for complete conversion into KCl + Oxygen is much greater for 
KClOg than for KCIO,tJ and very probably is greater still for KCI02 • 

(I have left Cl2 0 and HOCl out of account, because they contain the 
negative bond, thus: 

@-8-@ ~~tl-@-~l 
H-8-@:;;::H-@@) ~ H-@-~.) 

and 

For Bromine and Iodine the relations are less regular: HBr04 is 
not known, and HIO",(2H20) is less stable than HIOa• In the case 
of Nitrogen the oxyacids obey the rule, but most of the oxides do not. 
No other negative elements satisfy the condition of not combining 
directly with Oxygen. 

As examples of changes of the type B, we have the following that 
take place on heating: . 

, 
l, 
t 

\' 
j 

. 

4KCIOs-+3KCI04 +KCl } 
3HCIOs-+HClO",+H20+2C102 group VII, 

4Na2S0a-+3Na2S04+Na2S igroup VI, 

4HgPOs aq.-+3H sP04 PHs }. V 
sNagAsOs-+3NasAs04 + 3Na 20+.As group ; 

and others that are spontaneous at ordinary temperatures: 

3H2Mn04 aq.-+2H2Mn04 +2H20+Mn0 2 } group VII, 
3HN02 aq.-+HNOs+H20+2NO }group V, .1 

2Na2Sn0 2 aq.-+Na2 SnOa +2NaOH+Sn }group IV. 

(Unsaturated molecules are italicized throughout.) The effect thus 
seems very general, although it will be recognized that two or three 

http:3Na20+.As
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of these examples may not have much significance. In many cases 
(as with nitrites, bromates, iodates) such changes have not been 
observed, but when it is remembered that the electric strain is invari
ably greater in the saturated than in the unsaturated molecule, it 
seems that the evidence here collected is enough to establish the 
principle of the interfering action of free magnetons. 

A difficulty.in interpreting the chemical data arises from the fact 
that, although a reaction will not take place at all unless it causes a 
diminution in free energy, the velocity of the reaction is very little 
dependent upon the amount of that diminution. It seems, on consid
eration, that the loosening effect of the presence of free magnetons 
ought to have a more definite effect in accelerating a change (as in 
the decomposition of the oxyacids of Chlorine) than in conditioning 
it, thus resembling a catalyst: for it is impossible to predict whether 
the magnetic energy due to the presence of free magnetons in the 
molecule would or would not be greater than the increase in electric 
energy which accompanies saturation. In the case of a reaction like 

A 
4KCIOa"'-""3KCI04 +KCI, however, it should be noticed that while 
the magnetic energy of all four molecules is diminished, the electric 
energy increases in only three of them, being greatly diminished in 
the fourth. 

The rule (with numerous exceptions) that the positive valence of 
an atom, when it has not its maximum value, has a value that is less 
than that by two units, is in accordance with the present conceptions; 

because a group of two magnetons (4- .., ~ =» not only has 

considerably less than twice the magnetic energy of a single mag
neton, but on account of its nature will interfere less with the stability 
of a group of eight, for the latter is made up of four such pairs. 
A group of three, whatever its configuration, must have as great a 
disturbing effect as a single magneton. Again, four free magnetons 
probably could not maintain a compact symmetrical configuration, 
because they lie in an outer layer of the atom (§§7, 14), and would 
probably be distributed so as to act like two groups of two, thus 
causing about twice the amount of disturbance that one of these 
can cause: in accordance with this, we find that molecules like 

@-~-@ and H @ tI ~ are quite rare, and very unstable. 

·.1 
l 

1 
:! 

http:difficulty.in
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The exceptional cases 

42 

@Cl/ 

@ " 

can reasonably be attributed to the fact that in the case of penta- and 
hepta-valent elements those oxides which have an even number of 
free magnetons in the atom are bound to have cumbrous molecules 

like @)= N-@- N~ .1 

The frequent occurrence of a pair of magnetons as a subsidiary 
group in the outer part of the atom, and its comparative stability, are 
the reasons for the use here of the symbol 1\ to represent it. 

Unsaturation in Carbon compounds is quite a different kind of 
phenomenon and will not be discussed in the present paper. 

§I3. THE TRANSITION SERIES OF ELEMENTS 

In §6 constitutions were assigned to the elements of the series as 
follows: 

Ti V Cr Mn (Fe Co Ni) Cu Zn 'Ga Ge 
-'-----~--~---.--~. 

(3'Y+ ) 

(4'Y+) 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
~~ 
[1] 

10 
~~ 
2 

[Ii] 
~~ 
3 4 

-----.-,-~ 

They were based on an arbitrary assumption-that in certain specified 
cases (i. e., in the middle of the long periods) the group of eight was 
not formed by eight or more free magnetons. The justification for 
this is that it enables us, without any further assumptions whatever, 
to systematize and explain the outstanding properties-at first sight 
so irregular-of these elements. 

In the first place, some of the properties of the first four are quite 
normal. For example, Mn, which is 31+7, although without nega
tive action, has a positive valence of seven, as is shown in Mn20 1 

(ct. C120 7 ) and KMn04 (which is isomorphous with KCI04). 

Similarly, in the nature of their higher oxygen derivatives, V and Cr 

1 The kinetic effect here implied should of course be taken into account con
tinually in any complete analysis of the behavior of atoms, but it is difficult to 
see how this can be done even in a qualitative way except in the very simplest 
cases. 
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'resemble P and S. The elements Fe, Co, Ni have been given the 
constitution 3y+8, and, although they themselves are not known to 
be octo valent, the analogous elements Ru (5y +8) and Os (9Y +8) 
give the oxides Ru04 and OS04' 

Again, Cu, Zn, and Ga, the last three of the series, give compounds 
in which they are mono-, di-, and tri-valent respectively, thus resem
bling the typical elements of the groups I, II, and III, in which they 
lie. Now we have seen (§7) that the atoms of these elements may 
be supposed to undergo an intra-atomic tautomerism similar to the 
intra-molecular tautomerism described for CB" NBa, OB2 , BF, in 
§9; and, as in that case, brackets have been used to represent' roughly 
the proportions we may expect of the two phases. What we should 
predict from this is true in fact, for the first long period at all events: 
compounds of monovalent Cu (from the 4Y + I phase) are less stable 
than those of divalent Cu (from the 3y +9phase, as explained below), 
while compounds of trivalent Ga (from the 4Y + 3 phase) are stabler 
than the other compounds of Ga. In the case of Zn, it will be shown 
that both phases make for divalency. For the other two long periods, 
the agreement is not so good. 

In. addition to the individual properties already referred to, all the 
elements of this series give basic oxides in which the atom of the 
metal tends to be trivalent towards the left of the series, and divalent 
towards the right. The very regularity of this series of oxides 
indicates that they are in some way due to the 3y phases of these 
atoms: (3Y + ) 5: 6, 7, 8, 9, io, II; but the connection seems at first 
sight to be remote. It appears as if the successive additions of 
magnetons have a very slight effect in these transitional series, as far 
as the basic oxides are concerned (compare with this the even greater 
monotony in the series of rare-earth elements: see the table of the 
Periodic Scheme at the end of §7). . 

Of course Cu, for example, could not be expected to give stable 
salts in which it is 9-valent, such as CuCID, not only because of the 
mechanical hindrance to this, but also because the extraction of so 
many magnetons from the Cu atom would have to be effected against 
comparatively great electrostatic forces: towards negative groups the 
atom must remain unsaturatesl, and some of its nine magnetons will 
be free. This brings us to yet another application of the principle of 
the disturbing action of free magnetons, which was discussed in §I2. 

We get the result, paradoxical at first sight, that the more free 
magnetons an atom possesses, the fewer it can use to combine with 
negative radicles-unless it succeeds in using them all, which is not 
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possible beyond a certain number (ct. the instability of C120 7 an.d 
Mn20 1 ). This would account for the steady progress from trivalence 
to divalence that has just been noted. Subjoined is a list of the 
valences of the transition metals in their chlorides: 

3'1' 

v 

4 

'3 

2 

Nb 

Cr 

3 

2 

Mo 
--------1 

5'1' 

9'1' 

+ 

5 5 

4 

3 .3 

2 

Ta w 

5 5 

4 

3 

-
5 

4 

2 

Mn 

4 

3 

(Fe Co Ni) 

3 3 3 

2 :.J :.J 

(Ru Rh Pd) 

444 

3 3 

2 2 2 

(Os Ir Pt) 

444 

3 3 

2 :2 2 

~(--- Saturated oxi,des 

Zn 

(I) 

Ag Cd 

(1) 

Au Hg 

.3 

2? (2) 

(I) 

The numbers in heavy type repres~nt the chlorides that 

Ga 

(3) 

2 

In 

(.3) 

to oxidation or reduction (as far as' the relations c9uldbe as(ZeF~:',:': 
tained), and the decrease in effective valence from left to 
brought out clearly. The values in parentheses do not of ne,oes,.,.' 
sity belong to this scheme, but can be Que to the other 
atom's structure: however, the tendencies of the two pn:f.liSe!>·.. ~.,.....Y·./,. 

coincide, as in the case of 2n, Cd, and Hg. 
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sense in which Ag is monovalent, is of doubtful existence, for the 
mercurous ion has been shown to be double: Hg2++') 

The case of Ag is remarkable. We would certainly expect AgCl2 

or AgCla to exist, even if they were not as stable as AgCl, but Ag is 
monovalent in its salts almost without exception. However, this 
atom's power to form complex ions, which, as I hope to show later, 
is a characteristic property of these unsaturated atoms and condi
tioned by their ul1saturation, is good evidence for the existence of 
the 3y +9 ph?se. 

The whole of this explanation, apart from its simplicity and con
sistency, is strongly supported by the nature of the physical properties 
of these elements; for there is marked parallelism between their high 
melting points, electrical conductivities, and magnetic susceptibilities, 
and the large numbers of free magnetons in their atoms. Their small 
atomic volumes are also in accordance with the results of this paper, 
as may be seen in the next section (§ 14). 

PART IV. VOLUME 

§14. VOLUME OF THE POSITIVE SPHERE 

The atomic volume of an element in the liquid or solid state is, as is 
well known, far from being, even approximately, a simple function 
of its atomic weight, or of the number of magnetons that are in the 
atom according to the present theory. The elements at the maxima 
of the well-known atomic volumes curve have atomic volumes that 
are about seven times as great as those of the elements at the minima. 
The periodic nature of these fluctuations, however, and their obvious 
relation to fluctuations in other properties of the elements, such as 
their valences or melting points (the relation being of an inverse 
character in these two cases), have made it fairly clear that they are 
to be ascribed to differences in the forces acting between atoms rather 
than to corresponding fluctuations in the volumes that the atoms 
might have if they could be isolated. 

This is the" Hypothesis of Compressible Atoms" for which T. Vv'. 
Richards has brought forward many kinds of evidence (Faraday 
Lecture, 19II; Journ. Amer. Chern. Soc., 36, 617-634, I9I4; etc.); 
and the final justification for bringing this idea very concretely into 
the present theory (which has already been done in §7) is that the 
elements which lie along the minima of the atomic volumes curve 
are just those to which we have ascribed the maximum numbers of 
magnetons not bound in groups of eight or tending to form them 
(the constitutions assigned to (Fe Co Ni), Cu, Zn, Ga, and their ana
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logues being, in that respect, the new features of the present treat
ment, §§7, I 3). Also the fact that the maxima of magnetic suscepti
bility are almost coincident with the minima of atomic volumes (even 
in the case of Cu salts) takes on a new significance when the forc~ 
between atoms are attributed to specific attractions between mag-. 
netons, as they are here. 

Evidence about the volumes of isolated atoms is not entirely lack-. 
ing; and, as might be expected, it has been got from the behavior 
of gases, especially those with monatomic molecules. . If p. is the 
refractive index of a monatomic gas for very long waves, and the 
atom is assumed to be made up of electrons within a uniform positive 
sphere, it can be shown that p. - I is proportional to the volume of this 
sphere. Values for p. have been got for various gaseous elements 
by Cuthbertson and Metcalfe (Phil. Trans. A., 207, 138, 1907), and 
the corresponding values for p.-I are tabulated in Thomson's" Cor
puscular Theory of Matter," chap. VII, p. 165. I have tabulated 
them below together with the atomic volumes of the elements in the 
solid or liquid state, their atomic weights, and their magneton 
numbers (N). 

Atomic 
weight 

Atomic volume 

Solid Liquid 
oc 

(!<I-I) x 10° 
gaseous atomic 

volume 

*Hydrogen .. 

Helium •..... 
Neon ........ 
Argon ....... 
Krypton...... 
Xenon ....... 

Zinc ......... 
Cadmium..... 
Mercury ..... 

*Oxygen .... ' 
*Sulphur .... 
*Selenium.... 
"'Tellurium .. 

*Nitrogen ... 
*Phosphorus. 
*Arsenic ..... 

4 
20 
40 
82 

128 

65 
II2 
200 

16 
32 
70 

128 

14 
31 
75 

13·1 

9. 2 
13·0 

11.2 
15·5 
16.5 
20.4 

13.6 
14. I 
16.0 

14·3 

27.4 

28. I 
37·9 
36.4 

I4.7 

12.6 

16.9 

. 139 

72 
137 
507 
850 

1378 

2060 
2675 
1866 

270 
HOI 
1565 
2495 

297 
II97 
1550 

8 
16 
24 
40 
56 

34 
50 
82 

14 
22 
~8 
54 

13 
21 

37 

• Not monatomic. 

It may be seen from this table that the yalues of p.-'! 

elements of any group show a much greater parallelistnt0 UJ.t:~I1:tig!!!!,\.; 
neton numbers than do the ordinary atomic volumes 

. single case of Hg); but if these values are plotted againsl 
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magneton numbers to give a curve of gaseous atomic volumes as 
shown below, a much more striking relation is brought out. In
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complete as this curve is, it may be seen that its maxima correspond 
closely to the minima of the ordinary atomic volumes curve. It is 
true that the p,- I relation holds in strictness for monatomic gases 
only, but if 0, N, P, S, etc., could be obtained in the monatomic state, 
their values for p,- I would almost certainly be even higher than they 
are here, for the-atoms in a polyatomic molecule must be somewhat 
compressed. 

It seems then that the presence of a large number of valence 
magnetons, which we have held responsible for the abnormally low 
atomic volumes of some solid elements, is accompanied by an abnor
mally high atomic volume in the case of gaseous elements. This 
result, remarkable as it may seem at first, is not at all out of harmony 
with the present assumptions: indeed, the curve of gaseous atomic 
volumes is easier to explain than the other. . 

We saw in §7 that the extent of the compression of the positive 
sphere depended in part upon the magnetic attractions between the 
magnetons. Now when an atom contains valence magnetons (i. e., 

• 
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magnetons not in groups of eight), the average magnetic energy per 
magneton is higher and the average, attractions between the rnag
netons are less. Since the valence magnetons are distinct from the 
others (as an average effect at all events), this will show itself chiefly 
in the existence. of a rather less compressed outer layer in which the 
valence magnetons lie, but partly also in an expansion of the groups 
of eight in the atom owing to the disturbing effect described in §I I. 

The total result is thus an expansion of the atom, 
the amount of which must be roughly propor
tional to the number of valence magnetons in it. 
Hence we would expect a periodic fluctuation of 
the atom's normal volume just like that in the 
curve given above. There, the maximum volumes 
are about three times as great as the minimum,but 
it should be borne in mind that this only means a 

45 per cent increase in the radius of the atom for the transfer of 
about one-third of its magnetons from a closely to a loosely bound 
condition. 

The abnormally high value of IL- I for Hydrogen is not entirely' 
unexpected, because, although the positive spheres of allatomsat.¢. 
internally compressed to the same extent by electrostatkforces{§7>M,' 
the Hydrogen. atom is the only one that is not furthercompresse~. 
by internal magnetic forces, for it contains only onemagneton.Ev~n, 
in the Hz molecule the compression cannot be neariysegreatas ih 
the Helium atom; so that the volume of the positivesphereoftne 
atom of gaseous Hydrogen may be expected to be abnormally gr:eat~ 
if not quite so great as the IL- I relation indicates. 

§I5. ATOMIC VOLUMES IN THE LIQUID AND SOLID STATES 

In considering now the volumes of atoms in liquids and solids, it 
might loosely be taken for granted that the action of valence mag
netons on atoms such as I have hitherto described could produce the 
differences in volume that are observed. This involves a fallacy, the 
avoidance of which leads to an important conclusion about the distri
bution of the atom's positive sphere, which up to the present has been 
assumed to be uniform in the absence of magnetons. 

If a naturally uniform positive sphere contains magnetons propor". 
tional in number to its charge (and normal volume), whichar~n~t 
attached to it except by electrostatic forces, the averagecompre~s:iotti·' 
in a duster of such spheres must be about the same whether the: 
magnetic forces are acting almost entirely' within the ,s.ep3~atei 
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spheres, or are ~~tirg largely between them, and so the average 
volume per magneton should be about the same in the two cases. 
If there is any difference at all between the two cases, it is that the 
cluster in which the forces between atoms are considerable will be 
compressed even less than the other; because it is rarely possible 
for valence magnetons to reach a state of such low magnetic energy 
as exists in an atom where the magnetic forces are acting almost 
entirely within the atom owing to all its magnetons being in groups 

of eight. Even in the case of a molecule like H -@' where it is 

true'that an the magnetons are in groups of eight, the electrostatic 
strain must increase their magnetic energy and expand the groups 
somewhat. 

This theoretical result is of course directly at variance with the 
facts. A cluster of atoms of Argon (3y) or of Krypton (5Y) has 
about four times the volume per magneton of a cluster of Iron, Co
balt, or Nickel atoms (3y+8); and a similar relation holds between 
Helium atoms (y) and Carbon atoms (y +4). The great decrease 
in volume that is undoubtedly caused by an increase of the magnetic 
forces between the atoms at the expense of the magnetic fQrces 
within the atoms is much more than a filling in of spaces" couldH 

account for, and can have only one explanation: the positive sphere 
must have a much lower charge density and a much greater com
pressibility at its boundary than in its interior; and thus the com
pression of this boundary layer, since it is due to the action of the 
valence magnetons chiefly, is found to be a periodic" effect as theH 

atomic weight increases. 

f 

i 
I• 
•, I 

•••• 

This boundary layer, W11ich I shall call the envelope of the atom, 
will be assumed to exist quite independently of the action of mag

netons upon the positive sphere, and may reasonably be supposed to 
4 
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be of the same thickness for all atoms, since it abuts upon a positive 
sphere which has the same normal charge density for them all. It 
may be of uniform density, but it seems more natural to suppose 
that its density falls off rapidly as the distance from its inner bound.,. 
ary increases/ as shown in the diagram, where 0 represents the 
center of the atom. With regard to its extent in the case of an 
isolated atom there is no need to speculate. If it is to fulfill the 
purpose for which its existence was assumed, it must be supposed to 
have so Iowa charge density that magnetons do not lie in it, and 
therefore its presence does not appreciably affect the values of p.- I 

(§ 14). As being by far the most compressible part of the atom, the 
envelope is the seat of the greater part of the volume change that 
accompanies a chemical or physical change, and it may be supposed 
to be compressed into a very small space when the forces between 
atoms are strong. 

This envelope, the assumption of which will enable us to give a 
qualitative explanation of practically all the observed volume rela
tions, must be distinguished from the comparatively very dense layer 
in which the valence magnetons lie as they surround the groups of 
eight, and which owes its existence entirely to the presence of the 
valence magnetons, being simply a less compressed part of the posi,,: 
tive sphere proper (see §I 4).' In the diagrams hitherto used in 
this paper, both this layer and the envelope have been disregarded. 
but they are represented in the more complete diagrams which are 
given below for the atoms of Argon (3Y) and Iron (3Y+-S) when 
these elements are in the liquid and solid states respectively. Their 
magneton numbers are 24 and 32, but because of the expanding 
effect of the valence magnetons (which approximately trebles the vol
ume: see §14), the volumes of their positive spheres, neglecting the 
envelopes, are 24 and 96 respectively (in arbitrary units). These 
are represented by the circles in the diagrams. The dotted hexagon 
represents the total space, frequently duodecahedral in shape, that is 
occupied by the atom when it is one of a cluster. In the case of 
Iron, this space is shown as being only a little greater than the volume 
of the positive sphere proper; i. e.) about 110 units. The total space 

, 	 for the Argon atom is therefore represented as having a volumeo! 
about 430 units, to accord with the relative atomic volumes observed 
for these elements. It may be seen that the distances across which 
the interatomic forces must act are thus made to be about as we 

• This gives the "thickness" a meaning even if the envelope IS infinite tn 
extent. 
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would expect from what is known of the cohesion of .these two sub
stances, especially in view of the fact that the Iron atom has eight 
valence magnetons and the Argon atom none. The assumption that 
the envelope of the Iron atom is already compressed to a very small 
volume (as shown in the figure) is justified by the exceedingly low 
compressibility of this element-as found by T. W. Richards. 

The curve of atomic vatu,;}; es.-Owing to the complexity of the 
factors involved, it is useless to try to make up an expression that 
would yield a complete atomic volumes curve; but it is nevertheless 
possible to predict a number of the features of such a curve. 

In the first place, the force that compresses the atoms is likely to 
come chiefly from the valence maglletons, and to a less extent from 
the groups of eight in the atom. Now the slight cohesion of the 
inert elements, shows that the latter factor is small enough to be 
neglected when there are valence magnetons present-in the present. 
rough treatment at any rate. It is important, however, to find out 
the effective numbers of the valence magnetons in the various atoms. 
That these are not necessarily the same as the actual numbers may 
readily be seen by comparing the probable behavior of CI (2y +7) 
with that of Mn (3y+7). The former has a strong tendency to 
form the group of eight, and so in its cohesive action it will 
behave as if it contained fewer than seven magnetons. This argu
ment applies to all the halogens, and to a less extent to the nega

.~~~ 

(~~________~u~. I 
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tive elements of groups VI and V of the Periodic Scheme. Thus 
in the short periods the effective numbers of magnetons will be 
nearer to I 2 3 4 3 2 I 

than to I 2 3 4 5 6 7, although this almost certainly under
estimates the numbers in groups V-VII. Similarly, in the long 
periods we can substitute for the actual numbers, which are 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (II) 
~~ ~~ ,~ 

( I) 2 J 4 5 6 7, the effective 
numbers: I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 I. The use of 
these numbers (in italics) would place C and Si at the minima of 
the curve in the short periods, and Fe Co Ni and the Platinum 
metals at the minima in the long periods-as they are in the curve 
of actual atomic volumes. 

With regard to the shape of the curve, since the envelope, as we 
have pictured it, is bound to be more compressible at small than at 
great compressions, we could predict the flat minima and peaked 
maxima that are observed, and would expect, from what has been 
said, a curve of the general shape shown in the figure (the signifi

~ ..... --- -~

cance of the" dotted n loci 'is explained below). The chief defect in 
this curve is that it places all the inert elements at the maxima. In 
actual fact He is at the first maximum, and Ne probably at the second 
(its density in the liquid state has apparently not been determined), 
but the other maxima are occupied by the alkali metals K, Rb, Cs. 
Now although it is difficult to explain why the atomic volumes of 
these elements should be greater than those of A, Kr, Xe, it is easy 
to see why they should not be very much less. When each atom in 'a 
cluster has only one valence magneton, the chance that the valence 
magnetons will cooperate effectively to compress the cluster is very 
small, and much less, for example, than one-fourth of the chance 
when each atom contains four-not only because of their small 
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number, but also because the greater depth of the atom's envelope 
(due to the smaller compression) makes it less likely that the mag
netons will be able to maintain the most favorable attitudes. Most of 
their action will be upon groups of eight, for which their attraction is 
slight. Also this difficulty will increase as N (and the size of the 
atom) increases: this is represented by the locus for the alkali metals 
in the above diagram. For similar reasons the elements Be, Mg, Ca, 
Sr, Ba would lie rather higher on the curve than might at first have 
been expected. 

Now if the atoms had no envelopes, and all their magnetons were 
in groups of eight, their volumes would be nearly (but not quite: 
see a, below) proportional to their magneton numbers, and they 
would lie on a straight line such as OA in the diagram. But for any 
series of analogous elements the volume will not increase as fast as 
N, for three reasons: 

a. Even the volume of the positive sphere proper does not increase 
quite as fast as N, because the amount of compression due to internal 
magnetic forces increases somewhat as N increases: this makes most 
difference in the case of H (see §14). 

b. The expanding effect of a given number of valence magnetons 
(§I4) becomes proportionately less as N increases. The locus of the 
atomic volumes of the elements with 8 valence magnetons will then 
be about as I have drawn it through the minima of the curve, it being 
assumed for simplicity (and the flatness of the minima fairly justifies 
the assumption) that the envelope has practically disappeared in these 
cases. There will probably be some envelope left in C and Si: hence 
their positions. 

c. The addition of the envelope will increase the volume of a small 
positive sphere proportionately more than that of a large one, for 
the envelope has been assumed to be of the same" thickness" for all 
atoms; thus, if two spheres with radii in the ratio I: 2 (volumes 
I: 8) have added to each of them an envelope with a thickness equal 
to the radius of .the larger, their new radii are in the ratio 3; 4. and 
their volumes now 27: 64-a very different ratio. This effect, while 
it is more important for H than·for any other single atom, will affect 
the series of inert elements more than any other series, for their 
envelopes should be less compressed than those of other elements: 
this is shown by the locus in the diagram. The actual relation in the 
case of these elements is in excess of the prediction, for the atomic 
volumes scarcely increase at all as N increases, that of Argon being 
even less than that of Helium: but valence magnetons are absent, 
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and the compression is due entirely to the action of the increasing 
number of groups of eight-which might account for the increasing 

I 

compression, though, on consideration, it cannot be definitely said ( 

t 
that it would. t r 

There is another reason why atomic volumes should not increase 'i 

as fast as N, which is not general but applies only to the halogens 
and the other "negative" elements for which we chose corrected 
" effective number:s H on account of their tendency to form the group 
of eight. This tendency to form the group of eight will be dimin
ished as N increases; 1 hence the effective number of valence mag
netons will be increased. 

In this unavoidably involved set of predictions there is still another 
factor to be taken into account. As the surface of the atom increases 
with N, the average force on unit area that is caused by the action 
of a given number of valence magnetons must diminish-more 
rapidly at first than for large values of N. This will be true for all 
except the inert elements (see c, above). Hence, as N increases, 
atomic volumes (except for He, N e, etc.) will increase faster than 
we have supposed, and the final predicted curve could be got from the 
curve in the diagram by mUltiplying the separate values which it 
represents by a set of factors whose relative magnitudes are roughly 
indicated by the curved line OB. 

The extremely qualitative and even uncertain nature of this reason
ing is very apparent, but it is the best that can be done under the 
circumstances. 

If atoms have envelopes, as has been assumed in this section, we 
would expect the envelopes in a diatomic gas molecule to be dis
tributed somewhat as follows: 

,,., .. -"'~'''''.-'''''''' ... 
.," , '\ 

(CD!,: ), 
~ . ,

• ·1 .,

'" . ,,/ ...... _-""- ..... _".,, 

the compressions due to collisions (see T. W. Richards, Journ. Amer. 
Chern. Soc., 36, 617-634, 1914) affecting the envelopes chiefly. The 
advantage of this idea is obvious, for if polyatomic molecules were 

1 This effect has not been alluded to as yet, but it is doubtless connected with 
the fact that as the number of groups of eight in the atom increases, the 
valence magnetons must be more and more scattered. 
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not U padded" into a more or less approximately spherical shape in 
some such way as this, they would be expected to dissociate more 
readily than they do in actual fact. This padding need not be so 
complete as to abolish the so-called energy of rotation. 

With regard to the assumptions that have been made in this paper 
about the existence, distribution, and compressibility of the positive 
sphere, it might be argued that a reference of the ordinary super
ficial conceptions of volume and compressibility to a more funda
mental conception that is equally gross is 110 explanation at all. But 
a simplification has undoubtedly been made by the present method. 

Again, it is obviously desirable to avoid a multiplicity of funda
mental concepts; but it has not hitherto been found possible to base 
any theory of the constitution of matter upon a single concept. For 
example, the nearest approach that has as yet been made to such a 
fundamental concept is the electric charge. Now, in the first place, 
this cannot explain observed mass relations except through the idea of 
the volume of a charge. In the second place. an electric charge. if it is 
nothing more than that, must be dissipated throughout all space on 
account of the repulsions between the separate portions of it. Thus 
the various ideas of the electron, the magneton here described, the 
uniform sphere of positive electrification of Kelvin and Thomson, 
and the minute positive nucleus of Rutherford, all imply the existence 
of some non-electric constraint which has essentially the same kind 
of action upon the electric charge as the forces of cohesion have 
upon gross matter. If then the introduction of this idea is necessary; 
as it seems to be, it is both legitimate and useful to develop it to its 
fullest possible extent. 

§I6. SUMr.IARY OF ASSG~1PTIONS, ETC. 

I have attempted in the foregoing pages to show that this magneton 
theory can go a long way towards explaining the most diverse kinds 
of chemical combination; and further applications, to phenomena 
such 'as those of ionization' (§9), the formation of complex salts and 
molecular compounds (§ 13), and the structural influences in the 
molecules of Carbon compounds (§ II), have been suggested. Before 
these latter can be adequately dealt with, however, one other factor 
in the behavior of magnetons must be studied: this is the electro
static retaining force which opposes the extraction of a magneton 
from its parent atom (see Kelvin's analogy, §4), and is important 
because it determines the strength. of a linkage and sometimes its 
mode of dtssociation also. 
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Quite another field opens up before this theory in the physical 
properties of matter, for it has professed to take into account, in a 
qualitative way, 1110st or all of the factors in the action of atoms upon 
one another. The interaction of magnetons and" positive spheres" 
should account not only for the chemical properties of the elements 
and their compounds, but also for their melting and boiling points, 
tenacities, atomic volumes under various conditions (already touched 
upon in §§ 14, IS), ekctrical conductivities, and, above all, for their 
magnetic properties (see §§2, 13 and Part V): It is evident, how
ever, that the application of the theory to the details of these phe
nomena must be a very complex and difficult matter. 

I will conclude this part of the work by summarizing the assump
tions made in the course of it, and the working material derived 
from them. 

ASSUMPTIONS , 

1. The atom is made up of a positive part and 1nagnetons, which 
are ring-shaped negative charges (hitherto called electrons and sup
posed to be spherical or concentrated at a point) rotating with 
peripheral velocity of the order of that of light, their radii being 
comparable with but less than that of the atom (§ I). Their rotation 
is independent of any attracting positive charge. 

2. The positive part of the atom is a sphere of uniform positive 
electrification, with the properties of an elastic solid (§§7, I4), and 
with a volume normally proportional to the number of magnetons it 
contains (§I). It is surrounded by an atmosphere or envelope of 
very low charge density, which is also elastic (§IS). 

3· The formation of the group of eight (of low magnetic energy), 
which is practically proved for a system of eight magnetons, 
assumed to take place also in atoms containing more than eight. 
[This is not altogether an assumption, as the reasoning in §7 shows.] 

4· To explain the occurrence of long periods in the Periodic 
Scheme, and at the same time the properties of the elements in these 
periods (§§13, IS), it is necessary to assume that there is in certain 
cases a hindrance to the formation of a group of eight when' it is 
normally due. [An arbitrary assumption: see §7.] 

The last two, although they come early in the development of the 
theory, are assumptions which it would be very desirable to avoid: 
further study of the behavior of magnetons or some alteration in the 
mpre fundamental assumptions may make this possible. 

These assumptions have furnished the following factors in the 
behavior of magnetol1s, atoms, and molecules: 
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I. The simple magnetic attraction betweelJ. two magnetons (§5). 
2. The tendency to form the group of eight (§6). 
3. The residual magnetic forces exerted by all combinations of 

magnetons: their attracting and inducing actions (§ I I ). 

4. The electric polarization set up by the extraction of a magneton 
from one atom by another atom: its attracting and inducing actions 
(§II). 

5. The effect upon the nature of a linkage of the electrostatic 
retaining power of an atom for magnetons (not yet discussed). 

6. The pressure and volume changes that are possible in the posi
tive sphere, and more particularly in the envelope, of the atom 
(§§14, IS)· 

In quantity and variety this working material far surpasses that 
which is afforded by any purely electrostatic theory of the atom (and 
strictly speaking, no theory is purely electrostatic: see §15). 

This work was done largely in England, but has been amplified 
and completed at Harvard University and. at the University of 
Cali fornia. 

NOTE.-Besides his work on radiation. which is not confined to the 
paper mentioned in §I, Dr. \Vebster has made an important addition to 
this theory in suggesting that a minute nucleus could be added to the 
model atom here described, without much affecting the behavior of its 
other parts if the nucleus were neutral or nearly so. This, which I 
have only mentioned casually in §8, will be discussed in connection 
with a-particle scattering and other matters in a forthcoming paper 
by him. 

PART V. MAGNETISM-
§I7. TIll': RADIUS AND MOMENT OF TIIS MAGNI':TON 

From the results of the last section it is possible to calculate 
approximately the radius of the magneton, starting from the assump
tion originally made that it is about half that of the positive sphere 
of the Hydrogen atom. Since that assumption was made, however, 
we have seen that the radius of the Hydrogen atom's positive sphere 
is a less significant quantity than that of the positive sphere of a large 
atom, because Hydrogen is exceptional in having no internal magnetic 
oompression and therefore has an abnormally large positive sphere. 

Since the volume (V) of the positive sphere of a large atom is 
nearly proportional to its magneton number (N), the radius of the 
magneton which has been used to construct atoms in the preceding 

section will be about I X ~r:liTN·····' Now values for V, though not 
2 " 31l' 

experimentally accessible for most atoms, are given by the ordinary 
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atomic volumes in the case of those elements in which the compres
sion is reasonably supposed to be so great that the envelope has 
practically vanished (see §I 5) . Sqch are Iron and Platinum. Divid
ing the atomic volumes of these by Avogadro's constant (6.0 X 1028 

), 

we get 11.4 X 10-24 and 14.6 X 10-24 as values for V in the two cases. 
Since their respective magneton numbers are 32 and 80, the two 
values 2.2 X 10-9 and r.8 X 10-0 are got for the magneton's radius. 
That Iron should give the larger value was to be expected, for the 
assumption that the envelope has vanished is less nearly true for it 
than for Platinum, as their relative compressibilities show. Allowing, 
then, for the presence of some envelope even in metallic Platinum, 
we may take the radius of the magneton to be about I.5 X IO"!) em. 
This is only about one-tenth of the radius of the total atomic space 
usually found in a solid or liquid, where the envelope may occupy a 
large part of it.1 

Now since the velocity at the circumference of the magneton has 
been assumed equal to c (the velocity 0 f iight) , we have for the 
moment of the magneton: 

Moment=area X current 
cc 

:::: 7T1"2 X ----
27T1" 


2 

= (1.5 X 10-°) X (1.55 X 10-20 
) X (3 X rolO 

) -;- 2 

=3.5 X 10-19 E. M. U. 

1 The radii of some atomic spaces may be given for comparison with those 
of the corresponding positive spheres, and that of the magneton. It should 
be noticed that the values of (R"-R) got from the ·table below give the 
volume of the envelope. 

R' (of atomic space) R (of positive sphere) t' (of magneton) 

H (solid) .......... 1.7 X ro-8 • .36 X ro-8 .15 X ro-8 


He (liquid) ......... 2.2 .72 

C (solid) "........... 1.1 H .83" 

o " ........ " 1.7" .85 
 ..Na " .. .. .. .. 2.1 " ·91 

K " ... .. ., .. 2.6 " .98 " 

Fe " . .. . .. .. 1.4 " 1.1 " 
~ 

Pt " . . . . . . . . .. 1.5" 1.5" 
The values given for R must all be too great because they a,re derived from 

the assumption that the envelope has quite disappeared in solid Platinum. In 
the case of H there is also a factor that would tend to make it too small-: 
the lack of internal magnetic compression has been left out of account. In a 
subsequent Paper, evidence will be adduced from the phenomena of electrolytiJ::' 
.dissociation to show that the positive sphere of this atom has a radius of abollt 
.50 X 10-8 • 
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In comparison with this we have for the moment of the Iron atom 
-in the metal at saturation the value 2 X 1O-2Q only, and for the Iron 
atom in salts or for the Oxygen atom considerably smaller values. 
Also the moment of Weiss' magneton is 1.85 X 10-21 • 

If, therefore, the magneton under discussion were required to 
correspond to an empirical unit of magnetic moment, as does Weiss' 
magneton, this result would be fatal to it: but with magnetons which 
are movable current circuits, the result is exactly what we would look 
for. On the present theory, it can be definitely affirmed that no atOm, 
however many magnetons it contains, can have a moment greater than 
that of one magneton, and that the moment of most atoms will be 
very much less than this, because the force between the magnetOns 
in an atom will always tend to orient them so as to make their result
ant moment zero. The group of eight, with a very low magnetic 
energy, has no moment: the free, or valence, magnetons will always 

. tend to lie in configurations of no moment; and indeed the only 
atoms that could be imagined to have a moment as great as that of the 
magneton are the atoms H, Li, Na, K, Rb, Cs, of the constitution 
ny + I, which contain only one valence magneton each. Further, 
Y¥lla;t hasjust been s~id applies only to isolated atoms: in polyatomic 
ft101etul'es, orin the liquid or solid state, the moment of the atom will 
be still further reduced by the mutual actions of the magnetons of 
different atoms. To take an illustration, the isolated H atom should 
have the moment of one magneton, but the H2 molecule can have the 

configura tion , with no moment, while in Hel 

or HI all the magnetons are in groups of eight (for most of the time). 
Nothing, I believe, is known about the magnetic properties of any 
substances as monatomic gases except Helium and Argon (see §2), 
and perhaps Mercury. The investigation of them would present 
exceptional difficulties, but it would be a valuable test of much of this 
magneton theory, and will be undertaken at the earliest opportunity. 

Meanwhile, the view here taken that the moment of the Iron atom, 
even, is a comparative'ly small difference effect has everything to 
recommend it. The great dependence of the moment upon tempera
ture and upon the mode of chemical combination makes it clear that 
it is a very delicately balanced effect which is due beyond all doubt to . 
certain favorable configurations of those portions of the atom which 
are responsible for the forces exerted on other atoms. It is most 
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unlikely that'it could be due to any simple rectilinear arrangement of 
unit magnets or current circuits, such as NIS-NIS-NIS-N[Sit 
etc., which is the only conception of the atom's structure that could 
give Weiss' magneton any structural significance. 

§I8. THE POSSIDILITY OF DETECTING THE MAGNETON DIRECTLY: 

THE HEAT OF DISSOCIATION OF HYDROGEN 

That the magneton has never yet been detected directly by its 
'magnetic moment is not at a1l surprising, for a consideration of the 
possibilities shows that this is either beyond or just at the limit of the 
present experimental resources. 

First, in kathode rays: We have for the force which produces the 
familiar deflection across the lines of magnetic force: 

\ 

H ev= H X 1.57 X 10-20 X 3 X 109 

=H X 5 X 10-11 dynes. 
Now the force on the magneton due to any non-uni formity in a 
magnetic field through which it passes is 

dfl dH 
"ds . .1.11 = ods X 3·5 X 10-

19 dynes. 

Seeing that in experiments on kathode rays, H has been perhaps 500 
, " dH 

gauss, and that a gradient -ds can scarcely be made toe~ceed 

50,000 gauss per cm. by any means whatever, it is obvious that the 
second force is too small ever to be detected by any deflection of 
kathode rays. 

Another line of attack is more promising. If the electron has a 
magnetic moment, we may expect to be able to increase the concen
tration of electrons in an earthed conductor by setting up a magnetic 
field over it. In this case we can calculate the potential reached (V) 
by equating the electric work gained with the magnetic work lost for 
the movement of each magneton. 

Ve = HM. 
2 

_ ~~ 3.5 X 10-19 

V -Hx 1.57 X 10-20 

=HX45 E. M. U. 
=H X 4.5 X 10-1 volts. 

,Now over a conductor of such a size and situation as, to have 
• reasonably great capacity (s\lch as 10 ,E, S. tJ.), 

up a magnetic field of more than I ,000 gcnlSS~ " 
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we have V =4.5 X ro-4 volts. Complications apart, this is within the 
range of the most sensitive electrometers, but a practical study of the 
problem shows many difficulties. However, experiments on this 
matter are in progress. 

Langmuir's recent work on atomic Hydrogen opens up another 
line of attack, for the H atom should have the same moment as one 
magneton. Langmuir found that these atoms could be made to 
travel some distance from the point of their dissociation without 
recombining, and could then increase the resistance of a coil of fine 
platinum wire in which they dissolved. The present author proposes 
to study the effect of a non-uniform magnetic field on their move
ments . 
. . Although there has not as yet been any direct detection of the 
moment of the magneton, it is possible to make a rough calculation of 
the heat of dissociation of the H2 molecule from the assumptions of 
this theory. 

In §5 was given a diagrammatic representation of the Hz molecule. 
Using the original assumption that the radius of the magneton is 

about" half that of the H atom, we see that the two 
rill'. magnetons in this molecule are about twice the length 

~. 
of their radius (r) apart. 

Let the distance from the circumference of one mag

neton to the center of the other be nr. 
Now the field due to one magneton, at a point lying on its axis and 

distant by nr from its circumference, is 
M 1"2 2M 

2'JT' . --- • ~--:-' ---'lTr2 (nr ) 11 - 1t sr3 • 

Hence the magnetic work done in bringing the other magneton from 
infinity up to this point is roughly 

2M2~_ 2 X (3.5)2 X ro-3S 


nSrs - ,1:3X-(1 .5) ii X i6=-27 

'7. r: X 10-11 


::::: £.:...:L n S--- ergs, 


and for a gram-atom of Hydrogen this amounts to 

4.5 X ro13 
"~--a-- ergs.

n 

Substituting the vaIues I, 2 (most probable), and 3 for n, we have 
4.5 X lOIS, 5.6 X I01~, I.7 X 1012 ergs 

for the heat of dissociation. N ow Langmuir's calculations from 
experiment give as the probable value about 77,000 cal.' or 

3.2 X 1012 ergs. 

'Phil. Mag., 27, 188, 1914· 
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If it had been assumed that v for the magneton was about .01 XC 
(which is the sort of velocity usually attributed to the electron ill 
orbital motion), the calculated heat of dissociation would have been 
IO,~ times less, and even if the radius of the magneton were sup, 
posed to be as great as that of the whole atom, the value would only 
be increased 10 times. This is strong support for the assumption 
v= c, which WaS made originally on more general grounds. 

In the foregoing calculation the electric work required to draw the 
magnetons from the centers of their atoms, and the elastic work 
required t~ compress the envelopes of the atoms, have been neglected. 
These would obviously be smaller quantities, as they are associated 
with secondary effects, and could not affect the order of magnitud~ 
of the result. Their effect would, in fact, be to diminish the work 
required to separate the two atoms, and so, probably, to bring the 
calculated value into even better agreement with the actual value. 
It should also be borne in mind that the calculation has been made 
for the more improbable of the two conceivable configurations of 
the molecule (see §§ 5, 20) ; but it is certain that the resultant force!} 
would be very much the same in the two cases, although the mathe
matics involved would be more intricate for the other configuration, 

§I9. THE MAGNETIC PROPERTIES OF MATTER 

A brief survey of the present state of our understanding of 
magnetism may be included at this point. 

A theory giving a complete account of magnetic phenomena must, 
in its final deductive aspect, proceed in certain logical steps. First 
it must provide a sub-atomic mechanism that would actually be 
expected to produce, in a general way, the external magnetic phe
nomena that are observed for gross matter. Secondly, it must 
include a fairly detailed view of the structures of the different atoms, 
so as to explain their different magnetic properties. And lastly, the 
combining properties which it gives to the atoms must be such that 
the explanation can be extended to the magnetic properties of all 
kinds of molecules and solid aggregates of atoms and molecules. 

Hitherto no theory of magnetism has attempted to go further than 
the first step, and I have shown in §2 how incomplete even that has 
been. The present theory, on the one hand, is of so definite and 
far-reaching a character that it is able, in a certain sense, to cover 
the whole ground. It is true that very little is known as yet about 
the magnetic properties of the atoms themselves, but what is known 
is explained by it (see §2, and below, for Helium and Argon). 
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Again, while the theory gives a good account of the magnetic
changes that may be expected to accompany chemical changes, it has 
up to the present yielded very little in explanation of ferromagnet
ism. This phenomenon, after all, is generally recognized to be due 
to a fortuitous alignment, which can occur only in favorable circum~ 
stances, of the magnetic effects of separate atoms or molecules; and 
the problems connected with it, when regarded from the present 
fundamental point of view, are of a higher order of difficulty 
altogether than the problems of paramagnetism: the two stand in 
much the same mutual relation as the problem of the structure of a 
solid pears to that of a simple molecule. This has been emphasized 
by Curie and WeiS's. 

In the study of the magnetic properties of gross matter, the most 
important step in recent years is recognized to have been the formu
lation of Curie's laws: 1. Ferromagnetic substances have a transition 
point, at different temperatures for different substances, at which 
they lose most of their moment and become merely paramagnetic 
(the Curie point"). This transition is compared to that betweenH 

a liquid and its vapor. The moment of a ferromagnetic substance is 
no~ proportional to the field intensity, but reaches a maximum value, 
caUe(j the saturation value. (These things had long been appreciated 
in the case of Iron.) 2. The susceptibility (K) of a paif'amagnetic 
substance is inversely proportional to the absolute temperature (T) 
-so that K T is a constant (the "Curie constant"): K is inde
pendent of the field intensity. 3. The susceptibility of a diamag
netic substance is independent of both the temperature and the field 
intensity. 

These results led to a consistent theory of external" magneticH 

phenomena based on Langevin's electronic orbit as the unit upon, 
which the field acts. Diamagnetism, due to currents induced in these 
orbits, would be expected to be independent of the 'temperature, 
because for other reasons, sueh as the constancy of wave-lengths of 
spectrum lines, the. interior Qf an atom is supposed to be not much 
affected by atomic collisions. Paramagnetism is obtained when the 
atoms of a substance have a magnetic moment great enough to out
weigh the ever present diamagnetic effect: molecular vibrations are 
bound to interfere with the orientation of these atoms by the external 
field, and in this way the temperature relation found by Curie has 
been explained by Langevin (loc. cit.) §2). Ferromagnetism, only 
possible below a critical temperature, is the state in which the dis
turbing effect of the vibrations is overcome and the atoms align them
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selves definitely, in greater or less numbers according to the strength 
of the external field, until at saturation they are all aligned. 

The relation K T = const. for paramagnetic substances was found by 
Curie to hold for Oxygen, Palladium, and certain salts, and over a 
certain range of temperature for Magnetite; but it has been amply 
demonstrated that the law is not of universal application. Weiss and 
Kamerlingh Onnes have shown (Journal de Physique, 1910) that 
Iron, Nickel, and Cobalt are exceptions; and that the susceptibilities 
of Vanadium, Chromium, and Manganese are not increased by cool
ing to the boiling point of Hydrogen (14 0 abs.), whereas according 
to Curie's law they should increase about twentyfold. It is remark
able also that, even down to such low temperatures, no transition into 
a ferromagnetic state is observed in these elements. Again, the work 
of Honda (loc. infra) has shown that there is a class o~ substances 
whose susceptibilities even increase with rise of temperature. 

This last effect is to be expected from the magneton theory, 
because sometimes magnetons which at lower temperatures are held 
quasi-rigid by interatomic forces might at higher temperatures be 
more free to add to the paramagnetic effect. We may say, then, that 
the occurrence of molecular collisions will tend to make paramagnet
ism obey Curie's law, but that the action of intermolecular and inter.... 
a tomic forces would be expected to enhance paramagnetism as the 
temperature rises, although the latter effect would not be marked 
except during a change of molecular complexity, such as occurs 
during gaseous dissociation and to a less extent during fusion and 
volatilization (see §22). 

The law for diamagnetism-that it is independent of tempera
ture-is not universally true either. As a striking' example of this, 
Bismuth becomes less diamagnetic as the temperature rises, and at 
the melting point the change is so great that liquid Bismuth is the 
least diamagnetic substance known. 

These departures from Curie's laws will seem less anomalous after 
considering the vivid picture of the distribution of magnetic forces 
within atoms, molecules, and lumps of solid matter, which this theory 
affords. 

In beginning to apply the theory, we can see at once that the stable 
group of eight magnetons (§6) is an almost ideally diamagnetic 

. system. It has no intrinsic magnetic moment, and on account of its 
low magnetic energy is not easily given one. The way in which an 
external field would tend to distort the group is well shown in 
configs. 1,3, 3a on plate 2 (§6) : this illustrates the paramagnetic part 
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of the behavior of the group. But when we remember that the earth's 
field is for that model relatively very much stronger than any possible 
field can be for actual atoms, it is easy to see that the paramagnetic 
effect would be slight. 

The presence of free magnetons, on the other hand, would make 
for paramagnetism; but would not necessarily succeed in producing 
it in all cases, for even free" magnetons may form fairly stable H 

N S groupmgs of no intrinsic moment, such as for two,S N 

s for three, and so on. It must always be borne in mind 
N 

that the observed magnetic effect is the difference between the 
separate paramagnetic and diamagnetic effects, as Langevin points 
out; and unless it is large in proportion to the number of magnetons 
in the atom, it gives very little clue to the absolute value of either of 
them. (This explains those cases where diamagnetism seems to be 
dependent upon temperature.) These considerations will make it 
dear that, while any obvious contradictions will be evidence against 
the theory, nqt too much in the way of positive correlation of mag
neton constitutions with magnetic phenomena must be expected from 
it at this first attempt. 

There follows now a set of references to the investigations from 
which I have collected data, with the letters (in parentheses) by 
which they will be referred to in "vh'at follows: 

(Q) QuiJlc/(e.. Gases at pressures tip to 40 atm.: lI1dhod of the effect of a 
magnetic fielel on gas-liquid surfaces tWicd. Anll., 34, 401, I&~8). 

(C) p. Curia.. Effect of tempel'ature on the magnetic properties of typical 
substances (Ann. de Chim. et de Phys., I895). 

(1\1) Stephan M c.ver.' 1'vl agnetic properties of the elements, and periodicity 
in them (Wied Ann., 68, 325. 1899). A survey of all classes of inorganic com
pounds ill search of additive relations (\Vied. Ann., 69, 236, 1899; Ann. cler 
Phys., [31 I, I89, r9OO). 

(L) Lieblwecht and Wills: Cr, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, in their salts (Ann. der 
Phys., f31 I, 177, I goo); d1~ Bois and Li,'blmuh t: R<lre-earth elements ill 

their chlorides (Arm. der Phys., [3J I, r89, 1900). 
(T) P. Tatl:Jlln: Susceptibilities of He, A, air, compressed in glass bulbs: 

method of moment in a nOll-uniform field (AIllI. der Phys., [5] 24,931, 1907). 
(U) Urbain aud Jantzsch: l\.are-earth oxides (c. R, I47, I286, 19(8). 
(P) P. Pascal: The susceptibilities of many non-metallic elements and 

easily liquefiable gases-all diamagnetic: also carbon cOl11poum\s studied, and 
additi-ve relations found,. but constitutive influences are very marked-all 
diamagnetic (Ann. de Chim. et de Phys., I9. 5. I <)(),'5) . The magnetism of V, 
Cr. Mn, Fe, in relation to their state of combination (c. R .. 147,742, I908). 

5 
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(B) Bernstein: lb and CL gases at I atm. (diss: Halle, 19(9). I am 
unable to find out his method, or whether his results are reliable. 

(H) J(. Honda: The specific susceptibilities of the elements, and their 
temperature coefficients, with special allowance made for ferrous impurities 
in the specimens used (Ann. der Phys., 32, 1027, I91O). 

(W) P. ~Veiss and co-workers: (Papers in C. R., ISO; 152; Jour. de Phys., 
[4] 9, I910). A summary of his whole work (Jour. de Phys., [5] I, goo, 965. 
I9II ). 

(F) E. Fay tis: Complex salts. especially cobaltammines, are almost always 
diamagnetic: molecular paramagnetism is greater in hydrated than in anhy
drous salts (c. R., I52, 708, I9II). 

(0) A. E. Oxley: Iron and Nickel earbonyls and K,Fe(CN)o are dia
magnetic; K3Fe (CN) 0 is slightly paramagnetic (Proe. Camb. Phil. Soc., 17, 
450, 19I 4)· 

In all cases where the authors g-ive specific susceptibilities, the 
atomic or molecular values have been calculated for use here, except 
where the contrary is stated: for uniformity all values are expressed 
as .x X IO-a and the IO-(l factor is dropped. 

§20. THE MAGNETIC PROPERTIES OF THE ELEMENTS 

Turning- to the structures derived for the atoms in Part II, we see 
that the atoms of the inactive rare gases should be the most strongly 
diamagnetic of all atoms. That this is so, with the barely possible 
exception of H in the H2 molecule (see below), may be seen fr0111 
the accompanying table. Comparing atomic susceptibilities, we find 
that Helium (y) is more diamagnetic than any element (of another 
group) lighter than solid Zirconium (5"1+4)1 while Argon (3"1) is 
second only to solid Bismuth (10"1 +5). This is especially significant 
because the gaseous state, particularly the monatomic gaseous state, 
must be less favorable to diamagnetism than the liquid or solid state, 
for it allows any "free" magnetons to have their fullest freedom 
(see §22).· , 

The case of the H2 molecule is difficult to deal with. The two 
possible confignrations described in §5 would correspond to very 

would be .different magnetic properties. 

expected to be diamagnetic, as it has no natural moment, but 

strongly paramagnetic.' On account of the 
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number of factors in the problem it is hard to say which configuration 
to predict from the original assumptions. The two factors of mag
netic attraction between the magnetons and electric attraction 

'between each magneton and its positive sphere would make for the 
first configuration, but the electric repulsion between the magnetons 
for the second. 

Nor do there seem to be any reliable data for the susceptibility of 
this gas, the low density of which makes a determination very diffi
cult. Qllincke (loc. cit.) obtained for the susceptibility per cc. the 
value + .008 at I atm., but ± .000 at 40 atm. The only other deter
mination available seems to be that by Bernstein (loc. cit.), who gets 
the value .005 for the specific susceptibility at I atm., which corre
sponds to an atomic susceptibility of 50 (X 10-6 

). But his only 
other result (according to Landolt's tables )-the value 78 for the 
atomic susceptibility of gaseous Chlorine at I atm.-is nearly four 
times as great as Pascal's more reliable value (- 20.9) for Chlorine 
in the liquid state, where the clement certainly could not be less 
diamagnetic (see §22), It seems, therefore, that the H2 molecule. 
if diamagnetic, is less so, and probably mllch less so, than two 
He atoms. 

But the solid alkali metals, whose atoms, like H atoms, contain only 
one valence magneton, are slightly paramagnetic. In their case, 
however, one of the factors that made for the diamagnetic configura
tion in the FI~ molecttle--the attnction of the positive spheres for 
the magnetons-is obviously modified by the presence of the groups 
of eight in such a way as to make the diamagnetic configuration of 
the valence magnctons less stahle than in the case of Tl~: also, the 
vibration of the neighboring atoms would tend to prevent the forma
tion of a stable positive bond such as the Hz molecule possesses, thus 
leaving the magnetons freer than they could be in the latter, which, 
though isolated, has its two atoms firmly united together. 

With regard to periodicity in magnetic properties, the first short 
period of the Periodic Scheme is exceptional in some respects, but 
as we pass along the second short period we find that the presence of 
I, 2, and 3 valence magnetons makes the atom more and more para
magnetic, though not in proportion to their number. The absence of 
proportionality· may be attributed partly to the superimposed dia
magnetic effect of the two groups of eight, which is probably similar 
to that of the N eon atom (2)1) in all three; and partly to the inter
ference of the valence magnetons, in the same and in contiguous 
atoms, with one another's freedom. Theintra-ato:mic part ·0'£ this . 
interference culminates towards the end ofthe period in the tendency· 
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to form a new group of eight that is characteristic of the" negative" 
atoms: this destroys the paramagnetism. I f Phosphorus, Sulphur, 
or Chlorine atoms were isolated, they might be found to be para
magnetic (it may be possible to test this with monatomic Iodine gas) ; 

but the ordinary state of Chlorine is 00, in which all the mag

netons are bound for most of the time (see §9), while the complexity 
of the gaseous molecules of Sulphur and Phosphorus leaves little 
doubt that most of the valence magnctolls are in groups of eight or 

® CD . 
s =S~ 

double positive bonds 1 as in ~ // , & p = P =(D' etc. 

S 


Y1:1,\
~S~ 

In thc first short period, the diamagnetism of Boron (1' + 3) is 
explainable on the principles already set forth; and the striking 
feature is ~he strong paramagnetism of the Oxygen (1'+6) molecule 
as compared with the comparative magnetic incrtness of the ~itrogen 
(1'+5) molecule. The only available determinations for ?\fitrogen 
appear to be Quincke's, who gives for the susceptibility per cc. 
+ .001 at I atm., and + .04 at 40 atm.: these are evidently more 
reliable than his values for Hydrogen, but there is the possibility 
here of contamination with Oxygen. 

As for Oxygent since in oxides, SLlch as 
H f<Q\, Ca-LQ\, it is 
H)x':~) "-~) 

invariably diamagnetic, its paramagnetism in the molecular state has 
led]. J. Thomson and otl1crs to suppose that one of the tvvo atoms 
is acting" positively," This, Gccording to the present theory, would 

be represented by ~~, which formula has already been given 

in §9: there it was supposed that the molecule had another phase 

containing the dOL1ble negative bond: (6lO). If the existence of 
.....--....-/"'.-.. 

the first phase is the true explanation of the paramagnetism of the O~ 

molecule, we ~hould expect the N 2 molecule, (~N , to be para

1 A double positive bond is expected to have no magnetic moment, as will be 
shown in a future paper: as we have seen for the lIz molecule, a single positive 
bond need have none. 
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magnetic also, unless, as is possible, it is easier, in the presence of a 
group of eight, for two magnetons to form a group of no moment than 
for a larger number (see arguments at the end of §I2). A diatomic 

molecule very similar in constitution to N2 and O 2 is NO (~N(): 
this is strongly paramagnetic (Q); and, contrary to the usual 
impression, the paramagnetism must lie in the unsaturated N atom 
rather than in the 0 atom, according to the present view. Liquid 

N,O. (~N N~) and N,O, ~N -@ N{§j ,re 

diamagnetic (P), but liquid Oxygen retains its paramagnetism 
almost unaltered (K. Onnes). N20, whose constitution is possibly 

N <N 
III @' or II E, is according to Quincke slightly paramagnetic. 
N <N . 

Possibly N 203 has a more condensed structure than has just been 

~N 
written, e. g.) ~ II ~~, which would accord better with its dia

&N 
magnetism. From all this, we may see the possibility of diatomic 
sulphur vapor being paramagnetic, and we would expect N0 2 to be 
less diamagnetic than N 20* or even paramagnetic: these points have 
not as yet been investigated experimentally. 

Turning to the long periods, we find that the assumption made 011 

chemical grounds about the absence of a tendency to form the group 
of eight is justified in the magnetic properties of the transition 
metals. Unlike P (2y+ 5), S (2y 6), Cl (2y 7), A (3y), which 
are all diamagnetic, V (3y+ 5), Cr (3y+6), Mn (3y 7), (Fe Co Ni) 
(3y 8) are all paramagnetic, quite apart from ferromagnetism. 
The same is true of the corresponding series in the second and third 
long periods: Nb,Mo, --, (Ru Rh Pd); and Ta, W, --, 
(Os Ir Pt). The rare-earth elements, which precede'Tantalum, and 
whose structures have been compared with those of the elements 
just mentioned (§I3), are also strongly paramagnetic, some of their 
salts being even more so than Iron salts. 
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In the second half of the long periods we find that the elements 
are all diamagnetic. For the first three of them, 

Cu Zn Ga 
3y+9 3y + 10 [3y + II J, 

~~ ~I' ~i'-
[4y+I] 4y+2 4y+3 

this is somewhat surpnsll1g, although their 4y phases, certainly, 
would not be expected to be particularly magnetic. We may note, 
however, that Cu and Zn arc much less diamagnetic than elements 
which arc expected to be so; e. g., A, Bi, cr, Br, etc. As, Se, Br 
and Sb, Te, I are diamagnetic for the same reasons as P, S, and 
Cl are. 

As regards the cases just noted where diamagnetism is found 
instead of the paramagnetism at first expected. we may say that, as 
already indicated, the interference of free magnetons with one 
another's orientation, both in the same atom and in neighboring 
at0111s, holds out a possibility of a sufficient explanation, although 
the rules governing this interference must be very complex and are 
at present obscure. More definite corroboration of the principles of 
the magneton theory is got from a consideration of certain com
pounds, which follows now. 

§2I. THE MAGNETIC P1WPEHTlES OF COMPOUNDS 

The typical saturated compound. has no free magnetons; and of 
most saturated inorganic molecules we can say more: all the valence 
magnetons of the constituent atoms have gone to make up groups 
of eight. Thus it is that, \vhile O 2 is paramagnetic and the metals 
Li, :Na, K, Be, IVfg. Ca, Sr (?), Ba are all paramagnetic, the oxides 

and chlorides of these metals, such as Mg@' K -@' are 
without exception diamagnetic. 

The ordinary salts of Fe, Ni, Co, which according to the present 
views must contain free magnetons, are stroll!!l\! l)aramarrnetic while 

1.,1.! h' 

the complex Fe salts and the" cobaltammines," in which, presumably, 
these free magnetons are bound, are very slightly paramagnetic, or, 
more often, diamagnetic. 

A table of data illustrating these points and the arguments which 
follow is given herewith. It was found necessary to supplement the 
available data by a few determinations for the complex compounds of 
Cu, Ag, Au, Zn, Hg: the rough method used gave results which 
agreed with known values (in the case of other substances) to ro per 
cent or so. 



- ._------ ._-
'1 

Element t\lNo. of freeGroup and Form Atomic suscept. 	 Group and Form Atomic suscept. No. of free 
valence 	 magnetonsvalence 

".----~.---.--.. 

V 	 VO metal +77·S(H) 5 IB £uo metal -5· 5 (H) 9~')+I
Vll VCIz +I390(P) 3 CUI {CuCI -26 

'Jl} S~'YVlIl 	 CuCN !?(V202) S04 +II50(P) 2 	 -43 '"",....CUlt! KCu(CN):! -So <B(?)\T\V +660(P) 1 	 >-lV20 4 	 ..,.. 
......VV NaVOa -300(P) 0 ICUCb 	 'JlCUCr04 

CuI! CUS04 	 7 
0 
ZVI CrG metal +193 (H) 6 lCu (NH;~) 4Sn~· H2O 

[alum + 6290 (P) } CUAC2 

~ 

> 
Z3lCrCb +6z50CWeber) 
!?Ago metal -22iH) ..... 

Cr v1 [CrO:! - 5. 0 (P)} 	 9~'Y+I ,...0 u:lK2Cr20. IS.S AgI {AgCN -51 
(")

AgNOa 38 } tr!
Agi+? 	 t""'Uo metal 	 (II) 6 KAg(CN)2 -64 <S( ?) t""' 

GI\' U (S04)2 +32OO(P) 2 > 
Auo metal 	 -30(H) ~~'Y+I ZUVi (U02)S04 -56 (P) 0 '"=i

Au! AuBr -27 S~'Y C 

C

VII Mno metal +600 to 2000 (H) 7 AulIi '?, AuBr:! -70 6(?) u: 


MnS04 +150oo{P) 5 (")


IIB Zno metal 	 -ro(H) IO~-'Y+2 0 
t""' 

Z,nII {Zn (N03 ) 2' 61hO ~128 ") t 
MnlII MnP04 I0840(Weber) 4 
MnvlI [KMn04 	 (P) ") ,..'-J0 Zn(CN)2 67 J 	 (")l KMn04 (solid) J Znll+? KzZn(CN)4 -102 <S(?) ~ ..... 

Oferromagnetic g-VIII Feo metal Hgo metal 	 - 3S(H) lo¢-'Y+2 u: 
Z 

Fell 	 very stronglysalts} Hgi,t) {Ha.)C1., - 76 } { 9¢'Y+Iparamagnetic {~salts 	 .:J Hg; u.foa):l - 73 or 8~'Y 
FevI ferrates diamagnetic 2 {HgCh 	 <HgII Hg(N03 h - ~~ 1 	 0 

t""'complex salts diamagnetic oU) 
Hg{CN)2 -113 ) 

Similar relations for Co and NL HgIH? K2Hgl4 paramagnetic <B(?) C\ 
U"l---_._. ._------------- 

(Pascal's values (P) are for solutions, All values have been multiplied by roG, 
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In comparing these values two things should be borne in mind: 
first, that susceptibilities of paramagnetic substances in solution are 
in general greater than for the undissolved substances (Pascal's 
values under (P) are for solutions) ; and second, the values obta.ined 
for diamagnetic salts have little significance for the metal atoms that 
are in them except to show that they are not decidedly paramagnetic, 
for the acid radic1es themselves are diamagnetic. 

In the table I have given space to the compounds of the transition 
metals of groups Y, VI, VII, VIII, IB, II B only, because there the 
relations are much more complex. We may notice first that the 
free elements V, Cr, Mn, are much less paramagnetic than their 
salts. This, I think, is due to the same cause as the general rule that 
these salts are more paramagnetic when hydrated than when anhy
drous (F), and still more so in solution. If, as this theory would 
indicate, paramagnetism is an effect of free magnetons in the metal 
atom, then the farther removed from one another these atoms are, 
the more free from constraint must be their magnetons (as many 
as remain free). In metallic Chromium, for example, the six val
ence magnetons are used to a considerable extent, as the high 
melting point indicates, in binding the atoms together by positive 
bonds (not so diamagnetic an arrangement, however, as if it involved 

\I/@ 

groups of eight), In @J-cr @ it 15 true that only three free 

magnetons are left, but these are likely to be more free from the 
influence of other Cr atoms than can be the case in metallic Chro
mium. In hydrated CrC13 they arc still morc free, not being used up 
in combining with H 2 0 molecules as might at first be suspected, for 
since H 20 is most of the time in the" saturated" phase (see §9) it 
would not have much attraction for free magnetons. For other facts 
illustrating this general principle see §23. 

Turning to the relations between the compounds of these mctclls 
of groups V-VIE, we see that, if the uncombined metals are excepted, 
the paramagnetism runs parallel with the number of free valences or 
magnetolls, until in the saturated compounds it vanishes (NaVO~, 
Cr(3 ), or becomes very small (KMnOJ. This relation has been 
roughly indicated by Pascal (lac. cit.). 

In the transition metals of groups I B and II B, however, we find a 
different set of relations. We have seen that a great deal is explained 
by the tautomerism which naturally falls to the lot of these elements 
(see table of Periodic Scheme, §7). The very striking fact that 



SM.ITHSONIAN MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS VOL. 65 

Copper, while diamagnetic as metal or 111 cuprous compounds, is 
paramagnetic in cupric compounds, is attributable to this tauto
merism also. 

In monovalent Cu, Ag, Au, and in the salts of Zn, Cd, Hg, there 
are 8 free magnetons left, and the tautomerism -8 y is still pos
sible: therefore we expect, and find, diamagnetism. But in bivalent 
Cu, where only '7 are left, this tautomerism is no longer possible, and 
the salts are strongly paramagnetic, as this theory would predict. 
Another prediction-that AuBr (8 y) should be diamagnetic, and 
AllBr3 (6) paramagnetic-is not so successful, for both are dia
magnetic: but the obvious refuge from the difficulty will suggest 
itself. Compounds of bivalent or trivalent Silver are of course not 
available for comparison. 

The complex salts of these metals were also studied, in the hope of 
getting results analogotls to the well-known relations for Fe and 
Co (F). Bivalent Cu was obviously the best point of attack, 
but the most stable complex cupric salt obtainable seems to be 
Cu(NHs)4S04·11:1,0, and this is still'very paramagnetic: a cupri
cyanide (K2 Cu(CN)4)' if it were stable, might be expected to show 
a much diminished pq..ramagnetism, just as ferri-cyanides do.. The 
complex cyanides derived from salts which are diamagnetic alreaqy,. 
e. g.} those of CUI (84 y), AgI (S- y), ZnII (8 y), are all 
diamagnetic, although it is hard to see how, in a small complex 
molecule lil{e KAg(CN)2' all the 8 free magnetons of the monovalent 
Ag atom can be involved. However, the effect we should be inclined 
to look for in stIch cases-a paramagnctism--has been observed in 
one compound at least. Pascal found that the salt K 2HgI.j, in solution 
is paramagnetic; so it seems that not all of the free magnctons of 
bivalent mercury, HgII (8 ), are involved in this case. 

§22. TIm DEPENDENCE OF MAGNETISM UPON TEMPERATURE AND 

PHYSICAL STATE 

In the preceding sections (esp. §19), the influence of neighboring 
atoms and molecules on one another's magnetism has been continu
ally spoken of, and it has been brought out in a general way that 
this may be expected to diminish a resultant paramagnetism or 
increase a resultant diamagnetism. A summary of the experimental 
evideilce on this point will now be given; and in considering this, it 
should be remembered that the influence of one atom or molecuh: 
upon another becomes diminished as the temperature rises. 
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1. For the paramagnetism of a metallic atom we have the follow
ing relations: 

Salts in solution>Hydrated salts>Anhydrous salts>Free metaL 

This is true for V, Cr, or Mn. In the case of ferromagnetic metals, 
the last step in the series does not hold, of course, except above the 
Curie point. These relations have not been established with any 
great completeness, and possibly some exceptions exist. 

2. In mixtures of liquid Oxygen and Nitrogen, the molecular 
susceptibility of the Oxygen becomes greater as its concentration 
becomes less (K. Onnes). 

I 
3. Contrary to Curie's law, almost half of the paramagnetic ele

ments become increasingly paramagnetic as the temperature rises 
( ). This can oilly be due to increased freedom acquired by the 
magnetons that are responsible for the forces between atoms, as 
explained in §I9. 

4. Most of the diamagnetic solid elenients (e. g.) Bi, Sb, l'b, Tl, Te, 
In, Cu) become less diamagnetic as the temiJerature is raised (H), 
the change being in some cases especially marked at the melting point, 
after which a further rise in temperature does not usually alter the 
magnetic properties. Evidently we have here cases of complex mole
cules which become less stable as the melting point is approached, and 
which at that point are ~tlddenly broken down into the atoms or 
molecules that are stable in the liquid phase. From the magnetoll 
theory we should expect this process to be accompanied by the 
magnetic changes that are observed. Those elements which do not 
show this effect are for the most part elements of lower atomic 
weight which are known to give stable complex molecules persist1ng 
in the liquid and even in the gaseous state (e. g.) P, As, Se): 
these, therefore, act more like the suhstances described under the 
next heading (5). A very striking example of the effect of fusion is 
given by the alloy FeZn10 ; when solid this is non-magnetic, when 
liquid it is very strongly magnetic: a comparison of the suscepti
bility of this alloy with that of the Iron atom in salts would be of 
great interest, but appears not to have been made. An example of the 
effect of dissociation by dilution is given by solutions of Bismuth in 
mercury, which when very dilute are less diamagnetic than pure mer
cury: this must be due to the dissociation of the complex Hi mole
cules. There are, however, a few exceptions to this general rule. Ag 
and I become more diamagnetic as the temperature rises (H). 
Crystalline Tin is slightly paramagnetic, liquid Tin is diamagnetic; 
but here we have grey Tin, which is still more diamagnetic. 
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5. Diamagnetic compounds, such as N aCl, HCl, H 20, etc., do not 
show noticeable magnetic changes as the temperature or physical 
state is changed. This also would be expected from the magneton 
theory, because the simplest possible molecules of these substances 
contain no free magnetons, and are essentially diamagnetic: hence 
polymerization or solidification, which it should be observed is 
brought about in these cases by the electrostatic forces mentioned in 
§12 rather than by magnetic forces, cannot appreciably affect the 
magnetic susceptibility. 

To 	summarize: As the changes, 

Complex molecule -+ Simple molecule -+ Atom, 

take place, from whatever cause, we may expect, with the qualifica
tions already noted, that diamagnetism will give way to paramagnet
ism. Gaseous dissociations are the cases where new. evidence is 
most urgently needed-and where it is most difficult to get. 

This collected evidence seems conclusive for para- and dia
magnetic substances, but it is important to observe that we are driven 
to exactly the opposite conclusion in the case of ferromagnetism. 
Here it seems that it is easier to obtain a system with a large magnetic 
moment that is made up ·of constituents drawn from two or more 
atoms than to obtain such a system within a$ingleatoll'l".. The 
conclusive evidence on this point is the behavior of the Heush!rCl.l1.d 
similar alloys :in these, as has frequently been pointed ot1t,the 
ferromagnetic units must be groups of several atoms; it is very 
likely, then, that the same is true for ferromagnetic elements like 
Iron. The wa.y in which these complexes are built up is not at all 
indicated by the magneton theory up to the present; but see §I9. 

§23. WEISS' MAGNETON, AND QUANTITATIVE HELATIONS 

With regard to a comparison of the results of the theory here 
described with vVeiss' work on ., the magneton," I will first quote a 
few sentences (translated) from the conclusion of a summary of his 
work that appeared in the Journal de Physique, [5] I, 900, 965, 19II. 

These should be compared with the passages already quoted from 
Langevin (§2). 

H What is the role of magnetic phenomena in chemical combina
tion? Are chemical forces magnetic in nature? Are the vale:tlces, 
indeed, referable in some way to magnetons? H In the same paperhe 
mentions the possibility that his magneton is the same as the tmh 
magnet postulated by Ritz in the latter's theory of spectnu'nseties, ' 

Notwithstanding these suggestive passages, Weiss' htagttetohlS 
not in any way identified withtheeiectron, but is an empirical qt1al1~ 
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tity directly derived from the magnitudes of the susceptibilities of 
paramagnetic elements and compounds, and for such substances 
only: it has no meaning for diamagnetic substances. He maintains 
that the moments of paramagnetic atoms and molecules, when extra
polated to the absolute zerO where the disturbing effect of molecular 
motions vanishes, are in simple integer ratio to one another. The 
highest conlmon factor is II 22.7 for the paramagnetic salts, and 
II23.5 for the ferromagnetic elements; and the agreement between 
these two values is certainly close. On this basis, the numbers of 
magnetons in some atoms and molecules are; Fe-I I.O, Co-8.6, 
Ni-.3.0 (8 and 9 at higher temperatures) ; HFe:10-l)--4, 5,6,8,10, 
in five successive states corresponding to five linear portions of the 
curve plotting the inverse of the saturation magnetism against the 
temperature. There follow his numbers (to the nearest integer) for 
some compounds: 

In solution In the solid state 
KaFe(CN)6 .............. IO FeCla •.........•..••.•.•• 29 


Ferric ammonium citrate... 22 Fc(~l;~ ~ 2NI~'lCl ~ H 2 0 . ~ ~ ~ .. 27 

FeCl3 •••••••••••••••••••• 28 FeF3 , 3H20 .............. 2I 

i Fe2(S04)S .............. 30 FeF;{ . 3NH4F ............ 29 

NaFeII oxalate ............ 27 FellI acetylacetonate ....... 25 

ft~eS04 ................... 30 i(Mn30,,) ............... 18 

KIVfnO" .................. 4 CrClll ••••••••••••••••••.• 20 

CuS04 10 COIl acetylacetonate ........ 2 I 


Cl1(NH3 ).SO-t ............ 6 

U(S04)\l ................. 15 iNeodym~(\ .............. 18 

CoCl2 •••••••••••••••••••• iSa~03 .................. 8 

MnSO" .................. 30 iEuzO:l ...••.....•...•••. 18 


iGadz0 3 ••••••••••••••••• 4 J 

~Ter~O:\ ." ...... "....... 50 

iDyspr~O;1 ............... 56 


With regard to the integral nature of the exact numbers, 
divergences of .I or .2 are quite frequent, while there are values 
such as: 

Co .................................... 8.6 

Chrome alum (violet) ................. I9-45 


" " (green) ................. 19.25 

VC1 2 9·2I 

Vel" ................................. 6.65 

iV2 0 g (S04)2 ......................... 8·4I 


· 
, 

.,', 
" .-~ ;:.~ 

····i····~·····i:.," ., 
" 

~ \ 
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Thus the degree of approximation to integers seems to be about the 
same as in the case of the atomic weights of the elements. Further, 
in arrivi~g at the number 9 (8.78) for the curious paramagnetic salt 
K2HgI4 , Weiss makes corrections for the diamagnetism of the three 
constituent elements, a thing which is apparently not done in other 
cases. 

It seems, therefore, that whatever may be the significance of 
the integral values for the metals Fe, Co, Ni (even here the value 
for Co is poor), the larger numbers obtained for the various hydrated 
and complex salts shown above cannot have any simple theoretical 
meaning-certainly none in so far as they may profess to represent 
definite numbers of natural unit magnets. Almost any qIechanistic 
interpretation of Weiss' magneton involves the fallacy that elemen
tary magnetic ullits can be additive in their effect on the magnetism 
of atoms and molecules in the same way as elementary electric units 
can be. This is no more true than that the moments of bar magnets, 
in an assemblage of such, are in general additive. Recently H. S. 
Allen (Phil. Mag., :r-.iay, 1915) has discussed, in connection with 
vVeiss' magneton, a magnetic atom model in which he surmounts 
this difficulty by ascribing the different magneton numbers to the 
presence of different numbers of electrons in a rotating ring, and to .. 
different angular velocities of this ring and of the central. positive 
charge, which is also stlpposed to rotate. But the insuperahleobJec;.. 
tion8 to hypotheses of rotating rings of electrons hav~already been 
explained (§2); and besides, the arbitrary nature of the assump
tions which this model requires compares veryurtfavorably with the 
simplicity of Langevin's scheme or with the "automatic" way in 
which the model atoms of Jhe present theory show a qualitative 
agreement with the most diverse facts of magnetism. 

The futility of trying to express the m~gnetic properties of most 
atoms as simple functions of their magneton constitutions has been 
amply demonstrated In §§I9-22. Apart from the paramagnetism 
expected in the isolated H atom, the only case in which, in the present 
state of the theory, we can make an absolute prediction of even the 
sIgn of the magnetism, is when the atom or molecule contains no free 
magnetons and only groups of eight. The atoms of He; Ne, A, 
Kr, Xe fulfill this cqndition, and for two of them we know the 
values (T) : 

He ("I) ~ 38.8, 
A (3y)-2I2.8 (=3x70.9)-(SX38B)+964).· 

Unlike paramagnetic moments,diamagneti:cmornentsmustalwa.rs· . 

http:moments,diamagneti:cmornentsmustalwa.rs
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be additive; but the value for, Argon would be expected to be more 
than three times that for Helium, because groups of eight mutually 
strengthen one another (§ I I) , Thus we may with sorne confidence 
take the susceptibility of the isolated group bf eight to be about 
-38.8. 

Now, while the groups of eight in the Argon atom are strength

ened, those in "salt" molecules like K -@, H:@, H -@, 
etc. (which contain nothing but groups of eight), are weakened by 
the electrostatic strain set up by the transfer of magnetons from one 
atom to another: the groups of eight in such molecules retain their 
structure in spite of electrostatic forces.1 \Ve expect, then, what the 
following table shows to be the case-a decreased diamagnetism. 

HI -.80 

-9,7 
-.79 

-7· 1 
-1.1 

-9·3 

Li' -47 

-5·0 

Na' 
-.40 
-4. 1 

-.4! 

-4.8 
-·37 

-5-4 
-.3 1 

-5,2 
-.31 

-2.9 
-.64 

-6.2 

KI -·36 
-4·2 

--47 
'-5. 8 

-·35 
-5. 2 

-·3! 
-5.2 

-·3'1 
--3·2 

-.42. 
-4·5 

.. _._-_-.--

CaIl -.30 

-3·3 
-·39 

-4·8 
-.27 
-3.0 

i -·39 
--4. 1 

'-·38 
-4·0 

Sru - •.36 
-3.6 

-.44 
-6.3 

-".3 1 

-5. 1 
-·35 

-63 

Ball 
-·.13 

-2 I 
-,3Z 

-5.1 
-.3 1 

-54 i 

-.TO 

-1.7 
-.25 

--3·9 . 

--·5(') 

-6.8 
-SJ 

-6.1 
-.35 

-3·R 
-·30 
~S·l 

- •.35 
--4.6 

-.IS '-.24 -'.26 
-2.5 -4·3 -5·1 

The numbers here are ,calculated from the data in the comprehensive 
work of Stephen Meyer on diamagnetism (loc. cit.). The upper 

1 Not merely one group of eight in the chloride ion, @(3Y) (which 

is got from the chlorine atom, C1 (2Y + 7) ), suffers in this way, for the 
strain must be evenly distributed among all three. 
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value in each case gives the susceptibility per gram (small type) and 
the lower value the susceptibility per group of eight (latge type), 
It may be seen that while the former varies between - I.I and -.IO 

(ratio II), the latter varies only between -9.7 and -1.7 (ratio 
5,7): this makes the present view'of the atom's strncture seem all 
the more plausible, 

We have seen 011 a broad scale the gradation between the 
reinforced, isolate'd, and strained g'roups of eight (susceptibilities 
-70 .9, - 38.8, and about - 5, respectively) ; but it must be admitted 
that 110 gradations of a definite kind can be seen in the table just 
given for salt molecules, This may possibly be due to impurities in 
the materials used by Meyer. In any case a more careful scrutiny 
of these relations, with more accurate data perhaps, may yield some 
useful information about the structure of molecules. ' 

NOTE ON EXPERIMENTS SUGGESTED BY TI-IIS THEORY 

I. The effect of a magnetic field on the electron concentration in 
an earthed conductor, or 011 the potential of an insulated conductor: 
A P. D. of 4 X 10-4 volt is expected for a field of 1,000 gauss, but 
there are many complications (§ 18). 

2. The effect of a non-uniform magnetic field on the movements 
of the H atoms worked with by I. Langmuir: The expectations from 
this experiment are vague (§r8). 

3. The magnetic properties of monatomic Iodine gas, diatomic 
Sulphur gas, Sodium gas, N 20 4 and N02 , etc.: These determinations 
present forbidding difficulties. 

Some of this work is under way, but it may readily be seen that 
the problems are of such a nature that the attainment of significant 
results may be a very slow and difficult process. This very circum
stance, however, is a promising sign, for it is not likely that so impor
tant a property of the electron as is here dealt with would have 
remained undiscovered if the discovery of it were to be at all easy. 

The absence of chemical problems from this list may be noted. 
Here, the theory has up to the present been occupied in correlating 
a vast body of facts and lesser generaliiations in a field where the 
accumulation of experimental data has always far outstripped the 
assimilation of it into theory; and the result mentioned is therefore 
to be expected at this stage. 
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